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'I know every 




the field are 
mine." 
Psalm 50:11 
ARIGHT-HANDED left-handed peacemaking drama was enacted 
in a Bedford County cornfield in 
1932 between two neighbors, Ed 
Hoover and Jesse Oldham. 
They became neighbors when 
Jesse Oldham traded his three-story 
house in Altoona for a farm. It was 
during the Depression. The bank 
holding the farm's title felt they could 
sell the house in Altoona easier than 
the farm on Chestnut Ridge. 
In Altoona, Jesse was a finish car-
penter for the Pennsylvania Railroad. 
But he drove forty miles to a little 
country church at Springhope to 
preach each Sunday. That was a long 
way to drive each weekend. Also, the 
railroad company was sometimes 
reluctant to give him Saturday off to 
attend church-related meetings. These 
two reasons prompted him to consid-
er finding a place to live and make a 
living nearer to the Springhope Breth-
ren in Christ congregation he served. 
Jennie, his wife, also wanted to move. 
They looked at a vacant farm 
located five miles from Springhope. 
The four-room run-down house stood 
in a yard of shoulder high grass and 
weeds. They went home discouraged. 
A week later Jennie said, "We could 
make a nice home on that farm." 
Jesse was reluctant to move his fam-
ily to the primitive conditions of the 
farm. But at Jennie's urging, they 
looked at the farm again. 
That resulted in Jesse, Jennie, and 
their four children moving to Bedford 
County in October of 1932. They left 
the city house, with electricity and 
paved streets, for a one and one-half 
mile dirt road and a small house with 
no electricity and an unkempt lawn. 
The lawn was soon conquered, but 
a problem with Ed Hoover proved 
harder to conquer. Neighbor Hoover 
had planted the fields while the farm 
stood vacant. He resented losing the 
acreage in future years, so planted 
winter wheat in the fields even though 
the farm belonged to Jesse. Mr. 
Hoover refused to talk about it. A let-
ter from a lawyer stating the fields 
and crops of the following years 
belonged to Jesse angered Ed, and he 
refused to speak to the Oldham fam-
ily. 
Mechanical equipment had no part 




by A. Ruth Lehman 
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on the rolling hills of Bedford Coun-
ty in 1932. Farmer Hoover had al-
ready hand cut the cornstalks, tied 
them together in bundles and stood 
them in shocks to dry. Now it was 
time to pull the dry scratchy shocks 
apart, spread them in a circle on the 
ground and husk the fat ears. A sim-
ple metal and leather husker was 
slipped over the fingers to gouge the 
end of the corn husk above the ear. 
The husk was grasped firmly and 
stripped to the base of the ear. A 
quick snap of the wrist broke it from 
the stalk and with a smooth motion 
threw it into the center of the circle. 
Days and days were spent husking a 
single field. 
Ed Hoover walked the mile from 
his farm to the cornfields, passing 
Jesse as he did some repair work. 
Jesse spoke, but Ed walked by as 
though the property still stood empty. 
Jesse wanted to be friends with his 
new neighbor, but how? Jesse had no 
fall crops that year, of course. One 
day he made a cornhusker with a 
piece of leather and a wooden peg. 
Then he went to the cornfield. Ed 
concentrated on the husking process 
and ignored him. Jesse sat on the cir-
cle of stalks of corn and began to 
work. Ed was right-handed and went 
around the circle clockwise. Jesse was 
left-handed and circled counterclock-
wise. 
As they approached the same 
point, Ed got up, went to another 
shock, broke it down, and began 
husking there. After Jesse carefully 
finished husking the first circle, he 
went to the one Ed was husking and 
began again. 
Ed could not ignore a neighbor he 
had to face each hour. He broke the 
silence and they became friends. 
They helped each other thresh grain 
and shared farm jobs for many years. 
Though Ed did not attend the church 
Jesse pastored, it was by his request 
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by J. Emerson Peckman 
Somehow, sitting along the Pan 
American Highway with a mini-bus 
that had just lost the left wheel and 
axle didn't seem to be part of the job 
description of serving on the Board 
for Brotherhood Concerns. But here I 
was, waiting with one other member 
of our MCC study tour group while 
the seven others in our group had 
gone ahead to find a tow truck. 
We were on our way to Gotera, El 
Salvador, a four-hour drive from the 
capital, San Salvador. MCC country 
representatives Barry and Kathy Shel-
ley-Ogle were our hosts and had 
spared no details of the grim situa-
tion during the past 12 years of war 
within El Salvador. Most of our time 
in the past several days had been 
spent talking with people whose lives 
were affected by the war. This was 
no small matter for these folks, as it 
had touched lives in virtually every 
community. 
We had visited Christian Base 
Communities where the church had 
been meeting for years in secret for 
fear of being tortured or killed. They 
had to be careful how and when they 
met because the army had sent in 
spies to live among them. Since 1981, 
650 community members had disap-
peared or been killed. As we sat and 
talked with community member 
Rafael in his home, I couldn't help 
but look around his most modest 
house made of mud walls and a rusty 
tin roof. He served each of us a soft 
drink for which we were most grate-
ful, considering it cost him at least a 
day's wages. Rafael, however, had a 
nice house, compared to others liv-
ing there. Most just had pieces of 
rusty tin held up with branches. This 
they called home. 
One would think it 
hardship enough to live 
under these conditions, but 
add the element of terror 
and it seems hopeless. But 
there was hope. Within 
this community, they were 
building a center to care 
for disabled and orphaned 
children with funds from a 
European government. 
The Peace Accords had 
In El Salvador, 600,000 
persons have been displaced 
because of the war and live 
in whatever shelter they can 
find. 
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The author stands on the site of a vil-
lage chapel, with only small portions of 
the walls remaining. Because of the mass-
es of people killed here and no equip-
ment available to bury the dead, many 
were "buried" by pushing the chapel 
walls over on them. 
been signed just a few weeks before 
our visit, and this also caused the peo-
ple to have great hope. 
The war in El Salvador has always 
been over land reform and against the 
poor. One group of mothers, COMA-
DRES (Committee of Mothers and 
Relatives of Political Prisoners, Dis-
appeared, and Assassinated of El Sal-
vador), has established a committee 
under the encouragement of Arch-
bishop Romero to unite themselves 
to let the world know of the atrocities 
committed against the poor. They also 
serve as a support group and as an 
official record-keeper of human rights 
abuses. 
Most of the women who volunteer 
for COMADRES have themselves 
been abducted or tortured. One 
COMADRES volunteer—we will 
call her Juana—shared her personal 
story. Her brother had been gunned 
down in the public square during a 
march protesting the government 
spending three million dollars on a 
Miss Universe Pageant, while avoid-
ing the basic needs of the citizens, 
like clean drinking water. Her son 
was captured while working with 
Christian Base Communities and 
exiled in 1979. Her daughter was cap-
tured while working at a clothes fac-
tory and held for 80 days during 
which time she was tortured and had 
her fingers, toes, and teeth broken. 
She became pregnant from soldiers 
raping her. Juana herself has been 
burned, tortured, raped (while preg-
nant), and was in the hospital for 19 
months. During that time she lost her 
baby from the beatings. Juana con-
tinues to be a voice for those who 
have no one to speak the truth. 
MCC assists existing programs in 
El Salvador and does not have any 
specific programs of its own. Their 
real purpose is to be there. The gov-
ernment of El Salvador does not like 
international conflict, especially with 
the United States. They know 
MCCers and other internationals are 
watching and they try to project a 
good image. As Barry Shelley point-
ed out to us, our visit would not go 
unnoticed. Sadly, MCC workers have 
observed many human rights viola-
tions. Even the United States govern-
ment has denied death squads for 
many years and only recently has the 
U.S. Embassy admitted forced 
recruitments. 
Between 75,000-80,000 have died 
during this war, mostly civilians, and 
10 percent of the population has been 
displaced internally. 
One such area where these people 
have moved is La Linea. Having no 
place to go, these displaced people 
have settled on the right-of-way along 
a set of railroad tracks outside the 
town of San Martin. As we walked 
down through this "town" we saw 
makeshift houses made of anything 
imaginable, but I didn't allow that to 
take my attention from the warmth 
and hospitality of those we met. They 
are some of the most beautiful people 
I have ever come in contact with. 
MCCers are working with this com-
munity in helping with basic needs 
and with a small church that recently 
has been started. We were privileged 
to be there during a church service, 
and realized we had much to learn 
from the poor. While we pray to be 
delivered from our pending situation, 
they pray for the strength to endure it. 
This difference can help one keep his 
peace of mind. 
I wasn't convinced that this was 
the time to test that kind of prayer as 
I waited along the road for Barry to 
return with a tow truck. My American 
mind wanted me delivered! What if 
this had been home? What if I had to 
make my living from this land as 
these people do, trying to grow corn 
up on a steep hill where you could 
barely walk, by punching a hole in 
the ground and dropping the seed in 
it? 
Sixty percent of El Salvadorans are 
unemployed, 30 percent are under-
employed, leaving only 10 percent 
with regular jobs. Ninety percent of 
the population earn less than $350 per 
year. While we didn't get to visit any 
hospitals, we were told that the con-
ditions are deplorable. Patients would 
often be placed two or three in a bed 
and they were the lucky ones. Most of 
the people do not have any medical 
care at all, with only one doctor for 
every 2,830 citizens. Fifty-five out of 
every 100 babies die before they 
reach their first birthday, often due to 
the lack of basic medical knowledge 
and care that you and I would never 
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consider to be a problem... like diar-
rhea. Fifty-eight percent have no 
access to potable water and 42 per-
cent have no toilets or latrines. 
I pondered all these facts and 
thought about all those times we "dis-
cussed" missionaries and "those" 
people in other lands with these prob-
lems during Sunday school. But it 
seemed somehow far distant com-
pared to the moment. As you guessed, 
we were rescued in due time. Fortu-
nately that spot along the highway is 
only a memory. But even knowing 
these facts didn't quite prepare me for 
the next place we were going to visit. 
The day before I left the States, I 
was having my quiet time and I asked 
the Lord to give me insight into the 
coming days. I turned to Isaiah and as 
I was reading the 45th chapter, one 
particular verse came to life: "I will 
give you treasures of darkness, riches 
stored in secret places, so that you 
may know that I am the Lord." This 
would be no more true than the time 
we spent at a village in northern 
Morazan. 
In 1981, while you and I were 
preparing for Christmas with thoughts 
of getting together with friends and 
making Christmas cookies, this vil-
lage was being bombed by the army. 
This was the army that was backed by 
the United States, and this was the 
same United States that has spent 
nearly $10,000 on the war for every 
man, woman, and child in El Sal-
vador. The people of this particular 
village were forced into their homes 
and had nothing to eat for three days. 
Then one early December morn-
ing additional soldiers were brought 
in. They lined up the men in one line, 
women and children in another, and 
started killing them systematically 20 
to 30 at a time. The men were killed 
first and then the women, starting 
with the ones who were screaming 
the loudest. Many of the young girls 
were taken up on a hill, raped, and 
then killed. 
One woman who was slated to be 
killed escaped and lived to tell the 
story. Carmen (not her real name) is 
the only known person to be in line 
and live to tell about it. She saw an 
opportunity to slip away and hide in 
the bushes while the soldiers' atten-
tion was diverted. Carmen went to 
her village with us to tell her story 
firsthand and to walk us through the 
events. 
It was like visiting a Nazi death 
camp. At the time of the massacre, 
Carmen's breastfeeding baby was 
taken away from her and killed. She 
prayed to God that if he allowed her 
to live, she would tell the story and 
truth of what happened. God allowed 
her to live but not without first having 
to endure hearing her three older chil-
dren call out for her, "Mommy, 
Mommy, they're sticking a knife in 
One person who survived the mas-
sacre of her village shows the MCC tour 
group the remains of her home while she 
explains what took place during the three 
days the army leveled the village. 
me." Everyone in the village was 
killed, including children, babies, and 
old people. 
The only reason for this massacre 
was that the community was thought 
to be supporting the leftist (FMLN) 
guerrillas. This may have been true, 
considering that villages were often 
forced to support the army against 
their will. The soldiers that carried 
out this massacre were fresh back 
from United States training. They had 
been taught Vietnam tactics—if you 
drain the fishbowl, the fish will die; 
or if you kill the villagers, they won't 
be able to support the enemy. 
Carmen was able to escape by 
crawling out with some wild animals 
that were passing through. Eleven 
hundred people died over a period of 
three days. But now, as we visited the 
village 11 years later, all was quiet. 
On January 28,1982, one day after 
the story of the massacre appeared in 
the Washington Post and New York 
Times, President Reagan certified to 
the U.S. Congress that the Salvadoran 
government "is making a concerted 
and significant effort to comply with 
internationally recognized human 
rights," thus clearing the way for the 
continuation of massive U.S. military 
aid to El Salvador. 
Carmen was a treasure found in 
darkness, a rich gem stored in a secret 
place, truth hidden for so many years. 
Finally, her story and the truth can be 
told and I feel humbled to have even 
listened. 
J. Emerson Peckman, Chambersburg, Pa., 
is a member of the Allegheny Conference 
Board of Brotherhood Concerns and is a 




by Bob Douglass 
Can I share a very special promise with you? It comes 
from 2 Corinthians 2:14. Paul says, "But thanks be to God, 
who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ " 
The key word in this verse is "triumph." The Greek 
word Paul uses here paints a vivid picture of what this 
word means: "victory parade." 
When I was in high school in Carthage, Missouri, I 
played saxophone in the band. My band marched in a lot 
of parades. The one I remember most was the annual 
parade after the homecoming football game. We started at 
the high school and marched to the square in the center of 
town. If we won the homecoming game, our parade was a 
celebration of our victory. 
Parades are always a lot of fun. But for those marching, 
the fun can get very tiring. Even though we knew our des-
tination, we couldn't see the town square until we got to 
the end of the parade. Sometimes I wondered if I was 
going to make it all the way. But I knew it was there so I 
kept on marching. That's called faith. 
Another beautiful promise comes from Philippians 1:6: 
"being confident of this, that he who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus." 
God has begun a "good work" in us—in our lives, our 
churches, and our denomination. Are you "confident" of 
this? I am. I am also confident that God will bring this 
"good work" to "completion." There is a destination. We 
are in the victory parade. Our part is to express our faith in 
God's promise by putting one foot in front of the other and 
keep on marching. We are not always able to see the vic-
tory, but we keep on marching by faith. 
God has begun a good work at Cornerstone Communi-
ty Church in Denver, Colorado. We are less than two years 
old and have about-130 people involved in our church. We 
praise God for: 
• the 28 people who have come to a saving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ, 
• the 18 people who have been baptized into the church, 
• the 15 children that have been dedicated to the Lord, 
• the Junior High and Senior High ministry that reach-
es beyond the teenagers in our church and into the 
community, 
• the marriages that have been strengthened, the fami-
lies that have been nurtured and lives that have been 
changed. 
At Cornerstone we have a clear vision: 
To help people build Rock Solid lives, 
Rock Solid marriages, and 
Rock Solid families on the only 
Solid Rock—Jesus Christ 
We remind our congregation every Sunday of this 
undergirding vision for our church. This vision defines 
success for us at Cornerstone. This vision is our victory, 
our triumph in Christ Jesus. We keep marching toward 
this vision. 
Allow me to share one final promise with you: "For no 
matter how many promises God has made, they are 'Yes' 
in Christ. And so through him the 'Amen' is spoken by us 
. . . " (2 Corinthians 1:20). 
Jesus says "yes" to us as we continue to march for-
ward into his victory in our lives and in our churches. As 
he says "yes" we say "amen." The word "amen" is a state-
ment of faith. It means "so be it Lord, let it happen." So be 
it to you and to me and our churches. So be it as God has 
promised it. Amen! • 
Bob Douglass is pastor of the Cornerstone Community Church, a 
Brethren in Christ church planting in Highlands Ranch, Colo. 
September 1992 
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by Ray Bowman and Eddy Hall. 
"You can see our problem," the 
pastor said, motioning toward the 
empty pews. "This auditorium seats 
400; we seldom hit 150. Sunday 
mornings this place feels almost as 
empty as it does right now. Our little 
group rattling around in here week 
after week gets to be depressing. I'm 
convinced it's, keeping us from grow-
ing. Our board is hoping you can rec-
ommend a way to remodel this sanc-
tuary to make it smaller, warmer, 
more comfortable. Then maybe we 
can grow." 
How had this situation come 
about? Twenty years earlier church 
leaders had said, "If we build a big 
sanctuary, people will come to fill it." 
They had built the building, but the 
people hadn't come. 
I could have drawn up plans for 
corrective remodeling, but the church, 
still saddled with debt from that ear-
lier building, couldn't have afforded 
it. Because they expected the building 
to generate growth, they built too big 
too soon. 
Another church faced the opposite 
problem. Innovative ministries to 
teens and young adults had attracted 
new people. Every Sunday saw dou-
ble worship services and Sunday 
school, with classes spilling over into 
the parsonage and the restaurant next 
door. Their full-to-overflowing build-
ings testified to the excitement of 
belonging to this church family. 
But their growth had bumped 
against the limits of their space. With 
no more room, growth had stopped. 
Not only were they crowded, but one 
building—the one the teens used— 
was leaky, poorly heated, and struc-
turally unsafe. This church was facing 
the problem of too little too late. 
Building too big too soon and 
building too little too late are both 
costly mistakes, but both can be 
avoided. In my consulting work, I 
recommend that churches follow 
seven steps to plan their buildings 
wisely. 
1. Know your community. A 
church on the West Coast was con-
sidering whether to build. When I 
asked what future ministries they 
envisioned, they mentioned, among 
other things, a ministry for the poor, 
perhaps a soup kitchen or clothing 
closet. But when the pastor checked 
the local demographics, he found that 
almost no poor families lived in the 
neighborhood. Instead, the church's 
neighborhood was attracting upper-
income families. His people, this pas-
tor realized, were fantasizing about 
ministry to a group not even present 
in their community. 
The pastor believed that to reach 
their neighborhood, they needed a 
building appropriate to their chang-
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ing surroundings. Their older, poorly 
maintained facility with an amateur-
looking sign tacked to its side hardly 
looked inviting to their upwardly 
mobile neighbors. I suspected the pas-
tor was right when, as I spoke to the 
congregation, mice scampered across 
the platform and ran beneath the pews 
in front of me. 
This congregation awoke to what 
they needed to do and did it. The last 
I heard they were getting ready for a 
neighborhood get-acquainted party to 
introduce themselves to their "future 
members." For the occasion they 
planned to raise a big, brightly col-
ored tent on the site where their new 
building would soon appear. 
Before your church can tailor its 
ministries and facilities to those it 
hopes to reach, you must first get to 
know the needs of your community. 
2. Evaluate current and long-term 
needs. To find out how well current 
facilities serve a church's ministries, I 
recommend an effectiveness review. 
Write down on the floor plan of your 
building what happens in each room 
during the various hours of the week. 
Then identify anything needed to 
improve each ministry's effective-
ness. Does it need new leadership? 
Additional training or support for 
leaders? More money? 
Since facilities are often blamed 
for non-facility needs, it's important 
to identify non-facility needs first. It's 
pointless, for example, to try to revi-
talize the church's ministry to teens 
by building or remodeling a meeting 
space if the fundamental problem 
with that ministry is.unqualified lead-
ership. 
Once non-facility needs have been 
separated from facility needs, the next 
step is to create an itemized list of 
space needs, both immediate and 
long-term. For each ministry, include 
how much space is needed and what 
kind of facility would work best. 
Sometimes defining facility needs 
involves more than determining the 
amount and kind of space needed. A 
church near New York City had a 
major ministry to the poor, the home-
less, and runaway teens. Even with 
two services, they had outgrown their 
sanctuary, so they bought land to 
build. On further reflection, though, 
they realized that relocation would 
separate them from the very people to 
whom they were ministering. While 
they needed more space, the location 
of that space was critical. They sold 
the new land and used the money to 
remodel their worship space. By fully 
using space in two adjacent nouses 
and a commercial building, they were 
able to expand in the same location. 
The process of itemizing current 
and long-term facility needs is valu-
able to any church. For the church 
considering major remodeling or new 
construction, this step must be com-
pleted before an architect can draw 
up appropriate plans. For both 
churches considering building and 
those that are not, this process lays 
the groundwork for using present 
space more effectively. 
3. Use present facilities to the 
maximum. Once a church has clearly 
defined its space needs, it's ready to 
find ways to meet those needs. That 
search should always begin at the 
same place—the church's present 
buildings. Churches that think they're 
running out of room are often sur-
prised to learn that they can double or 
triple in size without a major building 
program simply by changing how 
they think about and use their present 
space. Until a church is fully utilizing 
its existing building, a need for more 
space simply doesn't exist. Here are 
some ways to solve space problems 
without new facilities. 
• Move groups to the right size 
rooms. Many churches have at least 
one little class in a big room and one 
big class in a little room. 
• Change the group size to fit the 
room. When a group outgrows its 
room, sometimes it works to divide 
the class. 
Or if a church has small classes in 
big rooms, a different teaching meth-
od may solve the problem. Large-
group team teaching may make better 
use of space and improve learning. 
Some children's classes can grow in 
the same room by adding an assistant 
teacher. 
• Change furniture. You can in-
crease worship seating as much as 20 
percent by replacing pews with indi-
vidual seating. If that seating is mov-
able, the space also becomes avail-
able for multiple use. 
A room that uses appropriate tables 
and chairs can hold twice as many 
people as one filled with overstuffed 
furniture. For preschool or kinder-
garten classes, the solution may be to 
get rid of the furniture and have the 
children sit on a carpeted floor for 
their activities. Oversize play equip-
ment—such as a slide—may be wast-
ing space. If full-size cribs are eating 
up needed nursery space, replace 
them with half-size or stacked cribs. 
• Find new uses for any space not 
already fully used. One of the first 
places to look is the worship area. A 
church in Pennsylvania with excess 
worship seating removed several back 
rows and installed room dividers, 
carving out needed space for a foyer, 
a fellowship area, and a Sunday 
school class. 
A foyer can be ideal for receptions, 
board meetings, or Sunday school 
class dinners. Some churches use 
folding walls to divide large foyers 
for Sunday school space, then open 
them back up before people arrive for 
worship. The foyer of one church in 
Kansas City doubles as an office 
reception area. Along one wall—in 
space not otherwise used—they've 
installed six staff and secretarial mod-
ules. 
• Consider what minor remodel-
ing can do. Can you increase usable 
space by taking a wall out? Putting a 
wall in? Installing a folding wall 
across part of the foyer? Enclosing a 
hallway with a folding wall? 
• Build a storage building. If you 
are using potential meeting rooms for 
storage, this is an inexpensive way to 
free up space in a hurry. 
• Use creative scheduling. A chil-
dren's ministry brought in scores of 
children from the community. 
Because they met on Saturday, they 
could use the only space big enough 
to hold the group—the worship area. 
In addition to multiple Sunday ser-
vices and Sunday school sessions, 
how about an additional worship ser-
vice on a week night? One church I 
September 1992 
visited has a Monday evening "Sun-
day school." Not only is this good 
stewardship; it also ministers to those 
who can't come on Sundays. 
4. Use alternate space. Every 
community has meeting space 
churches may use, often just for the 
asking—homes, motel party rooms, 
schools, lodge halls, community 
rooms in banks or apartment com-
plexes. Young-singles classes often 
work better in restaurants than in 
church buildings. Some people who 
are uncomfortable coming to a church 
building will gladly participate in 
groups that meet elsewhere. 
5. Consider a modest addition. A 
Massachusetts congregation started 
holding double worship services, but 
a lot of people were unhappy with the 
arrangement because they couldn't 
visit with friends who attended the 
other service. Recognizing the impor-
tance of such fellowship, the church 
made two changes: First, they extend-
ed the period between services to 30 
minutes to give worshipers leaving 
the first service time to visit with 
those arriving for the second; and, 
second, they built a larger foyer to 
provide a place to visit. While nei-
ther change by itself would have done 
the job, providing both time and 
space for fellowship solved the prob-
lem. 
A modest addition may also be 
called for when multiple staff are 
working out of a building originally 
designed with office space for only 
one pastor. When professional and 
support staff offices are scattered, 
teamwork suffers and the staff is less 
accessible to the public. While some 
congregations can create a central-
ized administrative complex by re-
modeling, others will need to consid-
er an addition. 
6. Repair and redecorate. A 
church building should feel warm, 
pleasant, and comfortable. In a word, 
it should look loved. When a new 
pastor came to a church in upstate 
New York, he found a badly neglect-
ed building. Years before, the con-
gregation had realized they needed to 
relocate and bought land elsewhere. 
They then quit spending money on 
maintaining their old building. Partly 
because of the unloved appearance of 
the church building, the congregation 
had quit growing. But until the con-
gregation grew, it would not be able 
to afford to build. 
This pastor, then, was able to chal-
lenge the people to repair and redec-
orate their old building as a necessary 
step toward resuming their growth. 
They cleaned out junk, replaced out-
dated signs on classroom doors, put 
new furniture in the nursery, and fixed 
the plumbing. Once again, their build-
ing looks loved. It no longer stands in 
the way of growth. 
7. Seek creative parking solutions. 
When one church needed more park-
ing, a doctor in the church offered the 
parking lot at his clinic two blocks 
away. The church leaders agreed to 
park there to free parking space at the 
church. 
A church near Philadelphia uses 
stacked parking: members volunteer 
to park bumper-to-bumper at the back 
of the lot and wait patiently when it's 
time to go home. This leaves the most 
convenient parking for visitors. 
Can you use the school parking lot 
across the street? The shopping center 
down the block? Could you create a 
These seven sugges-
tions are no magic 
formula. They sim-
ply represent wise 
planning, common 
sense, and a way to 
keep abreast of the 
facts. Churches that 
apply them can 
avoid the most com-
mon and costly 
building mistakes. 
"park and ride" center a half mile 
away, with the church providing a 
shuttle bus? Most parking problems, 
however stubborn they may at first 
appear, have solutions. 
While all these solutions to parking 
problems have been used successful-
ly, several of them also create incon-
venience for church members. It's the 
same with some of the other space 
solutions suggested such as multiple 
use of space, moveable furnishings, 
use of alternate space, and meeting at 
nontraditional times. I've discovered 
that a distinguishing mark of practi-
cally every growing church is that the 
people of the church are willing to be 
inconvenienced for the work of the 
church. When church members aren't 
willing to volunteer for some incon-
veniences, the church is unlikely to 
grow. 
Solomon wrote, "Any enterprise is 
built by wise planning, becomes 
strong through common sense, and 
profits wonderfully by keeping abreast 
of the facts" (Prov. 24:3-4, LB). 
These seven suggestions are no magic 
formula. They simply represent wise 
planning, common sense, and a way 
to keep abreast of the facts. Churches 
that apply them can avoid the most 
common and costly building mis-
takes. 
A church that keeps current on 
steps one and two won't be taken by 
surprise when it needs to build. A 
church that makes full use of its pres-
ent space—steps three through seven 
—won't rush into an unnecessary 
building program. 
By following these seven sugges-
tions, a church can avoid either build-
ing too little too late, or too big too 
soon, and can instead build just the 
right building at just the right time. 
From When Not to Build: An Architect's 
Unconventional Wisdom for the Growing 
Church, by Ray Bowman with Eddy Hall 
(Baker Book House, 1992). Used by permis-
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That's your interpretation... 
by David L. Hall 
I guess all of us have thought it. 
Most of us have heard it. Many of us 
have actually said it. A discussion 
rooted in the Scriptures turns into 
more of an argument, and ends with 
the words, "Well, that's your inter-
pretation!" 
One of the big items on the agenda 
of General Conference this year was a 
new doctrinal statement. There was 
considerable discussion on one sen-
tence dealing with "Life in the Spirit." 
The issue was two prepositions; 
whether the sentence should read, The 
believer is led forward in sanctifica-
tion to a full surrender and commit-
ment of the motives and will to Christ, 
or The believer is led forward to sanc-
tification by_ a full surrender and com-
mitment of the motives and will to 
Christ. I think the former reading is 
best, but the conference voted to 
adopt the latter. 
Another issue was the way one 
sentence of our peace and nonresis-
tance position would be stated. We 
ended up keeping the original sen-
tence intact, but added a qualifying 
phrase: While we respect differing 
opinions, we believe preparation for 
or participation in war is inconsis-
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tent with the teachings of Christ. The 
qualifier is a reminder that not all 
Christians understand this the same 
way. 
Other doctrine and practice issues 
which had discussion were a believ-
er's security and baptism. Both of 
these things are explicit reminders 
that Christian understanding is divid-
ed by different denominations and 
theological traditions, and so we are 
reminded that the Bible is interpreted 
in different ways by different people. 
Not even considering what we might 
call Christian cults, it is true that 
while different Christian traditions 
use the same Scriptures, the fact that 
there are differences means there are 
different interpretations of the same 
Bible. The Brethren in Christ have 
distinctives which we understand to 
be rooted in the Scriptures, while 
other Christian groups have an oppo-
site interpretation. 
Can the Bible mean anything we 
want it to as long as we can claim 
some defense for our particular inter-
pretation? Does this issue of interpre-
tation actually destroy the authority 
of the Scripture? Is it right for a 
Christian to freely interpret the Bible 
for himself? I hope this article can 
put the issue of interpretation in a 
helpful perspective. 
First, note that some matters are 
more interpretive than others. All of 
historic Christianity understands the 
Bible to teach that Jesus Christ is the 
unique Son of God, that his death was 
for the forgiveness of our sins, and 
that his resurrection was a literal 
physical event. On that level, the 
Bible is clear and understandable so 
that the most elemental reading can 
lead someone to saving faith. 
But there are other matters, like the 
ones over which our recent General 
Conference wrestled—things like 
security, sanctification, baptism, non-
resistance, and head-coverings for 
women, which are much more subject 
to interpretation. 
We need to recognize that inter-
pretation is necessary. Sometimes 
there is a reaction against profession-
al theologians or academic pastors. 
There are people who say, "You don't 
have to interpret the Bible; just read it 
and do what it says." But even that is 
a form of interpretation. Interpreta-
tion is involved in any communica-
tion. We often "read between the 
/; 
lines." We "interpret" whether some-
one is being serious, cynical, or mere-
ly funny. Some situations call for 
interpretation more than others. 
The Bible requires a lot of inter-
pretation. It was written over a long 
period of time (from 1400 BC to 100 
AD), which means we are anywhere 
from 3400 to 1900 years removed 
from the time the Scriptures were 
written. The Bible was written in a 
foreign culture where human patterns 
had a different meaning than today. 
The Bible was written in different 
languages, and translating from those 
languages demands interpretation. I'll 
say more about that later. 
Obviously, the reason it is so im-
portant to rightly interpret the Bible is 
because we believe that through it 
God has given us his word. Under-
standing what God wants us to know 
in the Scriptures is worth the pains of 
good interpretation. But how do we 
interpret the Bible responsibly? Let's 
consider two verses in 2 Peter which 
take us in this direction: 
"But know this first of all, that no 
prophecy of Scripture is a matter of 
one's own interpretation, for no 
prophecy was ever made by an act of 
human will, but men moved by the 
Holy Spirit spoke from God" (1:20-
21, NASB). 
As though it's a built-in illustra-
tion, verse 20 can be interpreted two 
ways. The first way says the one 
doing the interpretation is the reader, 
and a right reading of the Scripture is 
not left up to individual interpreta-
tion. This is the way the King James 
Version, New American Standard 
Bible, Revised Standard Version, 
New English Bible, Jerusalem Bible, 
and New Revised Standard Version 
translate it. The second way is to say 
the one doing the interpretation is the 
prophet who wrote it. This is 
the way the New Internation-
al Version translates it. 
I'm not going to try to 
solve that issue here. What I 
want to do is point out some-
thing that is true either way: 
There is objective meaning 
to the Scriptures. Whether it 
was the writer who did not 
use individual interpretation 
or whether it is the reader 
who may not use individual interpre-
tation, the point is that the words in 
the Bible come from God, and we 
must seek the meaning he intended 
in a particular passage. The Bible is 
not a book we can read subjectively. 
One of the most frightening set-
tings I can imagine is a small group 
"Bible study" where no one has been 
taught good principles for under-
standing the Scriptures and where 
each person is giving and receiving 
subjective ignorance. It does not mat-
ter what you or I think the Bible says; 
we need some reliable way to discern 
what it really does say. 
There are three boundaries we 
need to maintain if we would interpret 
the Bible responsibly. The first is tex-
tual, the second is personal, and the 
third is communal. To omit any one 
of these is to run the danger of grave 
error when we read and interpret the 
Bible. 
The first is textual. This means 
dealing responsibly with the actual 
text—the words in their context. To 
understand the Bible, the reader needs 
to know something about the histori-
cal context: when the passage was 
written; what the culture was like; and 
most importantly, what the occasion 
of the writing and the intent of the 
author was. 
Another concern is the literary 
context. This means being sensitive to 
how words are used, how sentence 
structure is used, where a particular 
verse fits in a paragraph and how the 
paragraph fits into a section, and how 
a section is part of a whole book of 
the Bible. It is at this point that one 
should recognize a major weakness 
in the KJV and the NASB: both put 
each verse in a paragraph kind of set-
ting, which makes each verse seem 
to stand alone instead of in a unit of 
thought usually signified by the para-
graph. 
Another aspect of literary context 
is what is called genre. This is a way 
of identifying what kind of literature 
a particular book of the Bible might 
be. The Bible has history, poetry, and 
letters. The gospels are a genre unto 
themselves, and within the gospels 
there are particular interpretive sec-
tions like the parables. The Old Tes-
tament has laws and genealogies. 
Both the Old and New Testaments 
have apocalyptic books—prophecy 
writings which rely on imagery and 
figures of speech for their meaning. If 
a reader tries to interpret Acts, Ephe-
sians and Revelation the same way, 
he or she will be in trouble. 
One good thing to do is to have a 
reliable translation. In fact, an excel-
lent way to study the Bible is to com-
pare good translations. With all the 
translations available, it helps to 
know what to choose. There are three 
main approaches which translations 
use: literal, dynamic equivalent and 
"free." Literal means an almost word 
for word transfer from the biblical 
languages. Dynamic equivalent 
means trying to get the idea expressed 
in, let's say, the Greek and then find-
ing the right words or phrases to 
express that idea in English by stay-
ing as close to the Greek as contem-
porary English allows. A free transla-
tion does not try to stay as close to the 
biblical language as it does to being 
contemporary. Perhaps the chart 
below will help show the spread. 
One last thing I would mention 
here is the great resource available 
today of books to help a reader 
through these issues. One that is thor-
ough and easy to read is called How 
To Read the Bible For All Its Worth, 
by Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart. 
Three approaches to translation: 
Literal Dynamic Equivalent "Free" 
NASB KJV RSV/NRSV NIV GNB (TEV) Phillips LB 
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One other thing I would encourage 
you to read is the "Translator's For-
ward" to J.B. Phillips' translation of 
the New Testament (which is excel-
lent for a "free" style—something I 
would not say for the Living Bible). 
However, a person can do every-
thing possible to interpret the text 
responsibly and yet still miss the 
meaning. This is because of the sec-
ond boundary, which is the personal 
aspect of interpretation. Stated sim-
ply, this boundary reminds us that 
only Christians can understand the 
true meaning of the Scriptures. 
Peter implies the reason in 1:21: 
"Prophecy never had its origin in the 
will of man, but men spoke from God 
as they were carried along by the 
Holy Spirit." Paul makes the point of 
interpretation even more explicit in 1 
Corinthians: "Those who are unspiri-
tual do not receive the [things] of the 
Spirit, for they are unable to under-
stand them because they are spiritu-
ally discerned" (2:14, NRSV). And 
Jesus himself spoke to this issue in 
John's Gospel: "Anyone who resolves 
to do the will of God will know 
whether the teaching is from God" 
(7:17). Put those together and the 
implication is that if a person is not an 
obedient Christian, then good inter-
pretation and true understanding may 
not come, regardless of academic 
knowledge about the text. A good 
question to ask yourself over a diffi-
cult passage is whether or not your 
obedience to the Lord is intact. As 
the Old Testament writer recognized 
long ago, "The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge" (Proverbs 
1:7). 
So, take someone like me—trained 
academically to study the text, a 
Christian for over 25 years, trying to 
maintain a sensitivity to obedience— 
can I be assured of my interpretations 
of Scripture? The answer is no, be-
cause there is yet another boundary. 
This boundary is communal, and it 
reminds us that no individual has the 
authority to interpret Scripture alone. 
Catholicism has always recognized 
something that is right: the Scriptures 
belong to the church. God brings indi-
vidual Christians into his body, the 
church. He gave the Scriptures to the 
church (it was the church who decid-
ed which writings were inspired as 
Scripture and thus belonged in the 
Bible). Each individual Christian can 
(and should) read the Bible; but not 
each individual Christian is free to 
decide what the Bible teaches. 
Catholicism took this idea and 
tried to restrict the Bible to a hierar-
chy. The Pope, sitting in the seat of 
Peter, was the one who had the final 
word of interpretation. Catholicism 
had the right idea, but devised a 
wrong safeguard. Even the Pope, by 
himself, is no guarantee of good inter-
pretation. The Reformers rightly 
reacted against such control, but their 
solution was the other extreme—sola 
scriptura (only Scripture) coupled 
with the priesthood of the believer. 
The danger of that is individualism— 
every interpreter for himself. 
It was the Anabaptists who prac-
ticed a mediating position between 
the two. The Anabaptists said the 
church gathered was the place for true 
interpretation. The church gathered is 
the place where the Spirit is at work 
in all Christians who are present. The 
place to understand Scripture is in the 
church; unity of all present is a sign 
that the Spirit has been heard. The 
early reformer, Zwingli, called this 
"the rule of Paul," taken from 1 
Corinthians 14:29—"Let two or three 
prophets speak and let the others 
weigh what is said." It is when our 
personal interpretations come under 
the scrutiny of the body that we can 
have some measure of assurance for 
proceeding. 
But here is the question, and it's a 
hard one. Given all the resources we 
have today to study the text academ-
ically, given the fact that there are 
individual believers who do walk in 
the Spirit, and given the counsel of 
whole groups of Christians gathered 
specifically to understand the teach-
ing of the Scriptures on certain issues, 
why do we still have different inter-
pretations? 
I want to make two observations. 
The first is that differing Christian 
traditions are in dialogue with each 
other more than ever before, and 
(slowly) some differences are being 
resolved and others are dropping 
away after being seen as insignificant. 
But we need to remember that the 
accumulations of history and the 
tenacity of human prejudice die very 
slowly. 
The second observation is more 
relevant. We are not saved because 
we interpret the Bible correctly. If we 
could have an inerrant interpretation, 
we still would not be able to perfect-
ly fulfill every jot and tittle, p and q, 
and iota. We are saved by grace. As I 
said earlier, the Bible is clear enough 
on its basic message that almost any 
reader can understand: God loved us 
so much that he sent his Son to die in 
our place so that our sins would not 
be held against us. You do not need to 
have the Bible interpreted beyond that 
to understand that being a Christian 
means inviting Jesus to forgive your 
sins and to come live inside you in a 
mysterious and wonderful way. 
So why all the fuss on interpreting 
the Bible? It's because once Jesus 
does live in us, we want to know and 
understand all we can about how to 
love him and please him. The Bible is 
God's "love letter" to us, and just like 
a letter from a distant loved one is a 
delight to read, so the Bible is there to 
delight and affirm and direct the 
Christian. 
We did not resolve all the doctrine 
and practice issues at General Con-
ference. We'll pick up next time 
where we left off. What we did do at 
General Conference was have fel-
lowship in the Spirit, sometimes in 
spite of differences, but always be-
cause we are a people committed to 
faith in Jesus Christ and obedience to 
his ways. We do not have all his ways 
figured out yet, but we are trying. 
And as we try, we keep believing and 
we keep obeying as best we know. 
With that much, God has promised to 
lead us into the rest. And I believe I 
can safely say, that is his interpreta-
tion! 
This article is adapted from a sermon 
delivered July 12, 1992, at the Elizabethtown, 
Pa., church, where David Hall is senior pas-
tor. 
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Looking forward to 
another trip to Begampur 
WE KNEW the name of the village. Dina Marandi regularly went 
there many years ago. In fact, we had 
also gone there on several occasions. 
One memory, still vivid in our minds, 
was getting into a small country boat 
and going across and up a small 
rivulet to within a short distance of 
the village. Now many years later we 
were looking forward to another trip 
to Begampur. 
We had been told by Rev. Samuel 
Hembrom that we would again need 
to cross the river by boat, and then 
an oxcart would take us from the 
other side of the river to the village. 
Since it was a fair distance to walk 
and since we hadn't been on an oxcart 
for years, we were looking forward to 
this experience to get to church on a 
Sunday morning. 
We went from Purnea by a small 
van and looked for the oxcart. It was 
nowhere to be found. The village of 
Begampur could be seen in 
the distance. A small boat 
was on the river. What were 
we to do? We waited, and 
finally decided that Rev. and 
Mrs. Graybill Brubaker and 
Rev. Samuel Hembrom would 
walk. Mary and I would just 
stay in the van and pray for 
them and wait until they 
returned. We watched many 
people come up to the river, 
get on the boat and cross over. 
Some of them were Chris-
tians on their way to the Sun-
They brought water and washed 
our feet and greeted us as they 
had greeted Samuel and the 
Brubakers on their arrival. 
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day service. We watched the milk-
men from Begampur bring their large 
tins of milk on bicycles, and cross the 
river. They were on their way to 
Purnea where they would sell it. We 
saw a man with a large cluster of bas-
kets on his head cross the river. As he 
got off the boat, he untied his bundle 
and gave one to the boatman for tak-
ing him across. 
While we watched all these hap-
penings, several men from the village 
of Begampur arrived. They informed 
us that the oxcarts were not available, 
but they were going to the railway 
station to engage cycle rickshaws to 
take us to the service. After another 
wait, the rickshaws arrived. We 
crossed on the boat and got into the 
rickshaws, one person to a rickshaw, 
and started off for the village of 
Begampur. 
It was a rough ride. If it had not 
been for the men who helped push 
by William R. Hoke 
the rickshaw through the muddy 
spots, and the children who had gath-
ered and had a lot of fun trying to 
push and run along, we might not 
have made it, but we got there. People 
were seated in the courtyard and we 
were given chairs and welcomed. 
They brought water and washed our 
feet and greeted us as they had greet-
ed Samuel and the Brubakers on their 
arrival. 
A new brick church is being built 
in Begampur. The walls are up part 
way, but they ran out of money and 
have not been able to complete it. We 
held the morning service in the small-
er, old, grass-thatched building. The 
floors were of mud. They put grass 
mats down and the people crowded 
in. We were up in front seated on 
chairs and the children were sitting 
at our feet. They really packed them 
in. Besides the local people we 
noticed two well-dressed Muslim 
Evangelical Visitor 
men in the audience. After the ser-
vice they wanted to talk about Chris-
tian and Muslim beliefs. They were 
teachers who had come to Begampur 
to teach the local Muslim section of 
the village about the Koran. 
It was a good service. Rev. Bru-
baker spoke and I gave some com-
ments. We really enjoyed the village 
service. There was not room enough 
for all the people to get into the small 
church, and we noticed many seated 
on the ground and standing outside. 
Approximately 150 people were pres-
ent that day. 
After the service they prepared to 
feed everyone. In the courtyard there 
were many smaller vessels of food. 
Some were filled with cooked rice, 
others with vegetable curry and some 
with dhal; we discovered a truly Indi-
an carry-in meal. People who had 
come from distant places and local 
people had prepared food to be shared 
with everyone. We sensed a wonder-
ful spirit of love and friendship in this 
village. The church has grown and 
God is blessing the work. 
We learned from Rev. Hembrom 
that the youth of Begampur village 
are doing a great job of sharing their 
faith with non-Christians. They also 
organized a youth fellowship meet-
ing and around 250 young people 
attended. They did all the planning 
and arranged for food and services. 
Many have committed their lives to 
Christ and have a vision for the 
future. 
It is not surprising that out of such 
a village God is calling some for full-
time Christian service. Mr. Joel 
Marandi is now attending the Alla-
habad Bible Seminary. He is enrolled 
in the English program and will grad-
uate in 1994. We talked with him in 
Allahabad on March 4, 1992, and he 
was such an inspiration. He is a com-
mitted person and truly loves the 
Lord. He has a great vision for the 
future of the church in Begampur and 
surrounding areas. 
If you have had any doubts about 
the value of involvement in the pro-
gram of missions in a cross-cultural 
setting, let me encourage you to visit 
the village of Begampur. You will 
never doubt again. • 
India 
The triune church 
by A. Graybill Brubaker 
IT SURELY STRETCHES the USe of a word to its limits, but what else 
would you call a church that had to be 
built three times? The Adapal 
Brethren in Christ Church is in a trou-
bled place, the Mayurbhanj district of 
the State of Orissa in the country of 
India. Translated into the national lan-
guage India is called Hindustan, the 
land of the Hindus. The most rapidly 
growing political party keeps stirring 
up religious hatreds with slogans such 
as "India for the Hindus—let the 
Christians go to America." Their mil-
itant arm is mobilized for persecution 
and the Christians are its victims. Not 
far from Adapal, back a short lane, 
stands the abandoned factory where a 
witness team had taken shelter the 
night that this militant group broke in 
on them, beating them so badly that 
one of them, who was unable to get 
away, was thought to be dead. This 
took place almost within earshot of 
the station of the police who took no 
notice, not even when the beatings 
were reported. 
But the teams have already been 
effective. Small pockets of Christians 
met together as "Christ Groups." 
These organized into congregations 
with pastors and became planted 
churches. The location of Adapal was 
ideal. Not far from the small town 
along a road with bus service, it met 
the criteria for an ideal church site. 
The landowner, now a Christian, 
donated the land and the people start-
ed building a church. As it neared the 
roof line the militant group descend-
ed on it and tore it down. The Chris-
tians built it up again only to have it 
torn down the second time. This mil-
itant group went further and got a 
court order forbidding its completion, 
but the Christians not only went to 
building again but got another court 
order preventing this militant group 
from interfering until the first order 
could be reviewed. By that time they 
had finished it and put on its sturdy 
roof. The court then granted permis-
sion for its existence. It had taken 
seven years of sacrificial persistence. 
Adapal is a "Central" church. Once 
each month the members of a total of 
five churches gather for a special cel-
ebration which includes Bible instruc-
tion and fellowship. It was for one of 
these that we had come. 
We were warned that it would be 
dangerous to stay in the area over-
night, but rather should arrive at time 
for service and to leave when the cel-
ebration was over. We arrived at 
about 10:00 a.m. and were offered 
chairs in the shade of the veranda. We 
watched with interest as a three-
wheeled bicycle brought a huge load 
of chairs. Another brought a load of 
"disposable bowls and plates." These 
are ingenious manufactures made of 
green leaves stitched together with 
tiny pins made of wood. The bowls 
are then pressed in a mold and work 
just like a salad bowl would any-
where. When they have served their 
one-time purpose they are eaten, but 
not by people. Goats seem to like a 
trace of spices with their meals. 
The people kept arriving by bicy-
cle. Entire families accommodated on 
two wheels had come for as many as 
20 kilometers. All were dressed in 
their best as befits an audience with 
God. In fact fine dress is a hallmark 
of Christians in Orissa. One of the 
tribals told us, with shining face, of 
the way things were different in his 
village since they had become Chris-
tians. Gone were the heavy debts of 
the old days when the required animal 
sacrifices took resources that they did 
not have. They were able to cultivate 
their lands and harvest their crops 
soberly, now that their worship no 
continued on page 17 
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Vitality in the 
local church 
Mary Olive Lady—Sikalongo, Zambia 
On Palm Sunday 700 of us marched 
from the dam to the church (a distance 
of more than a kilometre) singing, wav-
ing branches and praising the Lord in 
true Zambian style. This is typical of 
the enthusiasm and good ideas that 
come from our pastor, Rev. George Han-
sumo. He is steadfast in faith and in 
example—and he keeps us on the move. 
A Ministry of Health official, here 
on business, extended his stay over the 
weekend. He attended a Sunday school 
class and both of the morning worship 
services. At the dinner table he kept 
exclaiming about our wonderful church. 
I agree. Outreach teams and faithful 
prayer groups are making a difference. 
Busy in the 
work of God 
Bijoy Roul—Orissa, India 
For the past several months I have 
been keeping very busy in the work. 
During February I accompanied the 
Brubakers and Hokes during their visit 
to Orissa. Then I needed to travel to 
Secunderabad to discuss several impor-
tant matters with the national director 
of Every Home Crusade. 
In March I took prayer seminars to 
four major cities of our state. I am glad 
to report that through these prayer sem-
inars the Lord raised up many prayer 
warriors to pray, for this country. Imme-
diately upon returning from holding the 
seminars, I needed to record 12 mes-
sages for the Oriya-language pro-
gramme of the Gospel Tide Hour, called 
"Shanti Data." 
The first week of April I went to 
Nuagaon and Bhutadi to speak in two 
get-together programmes for which 
nearly 1,000 believers gathered in each 
place. We had great joy in baptizing 63 
people. This was a tough trip for me, as 
I had to walk for six to seven hours, at 
times climbing in the mountains. At 
some points I cried from weariness and 
was not able to continue walking, but 
the Lord helped me. I have never before 
eaten the kinds of food I took during 
this trip. I praise the Lord for the good 
health he has given me to this time. He 
has been helping me to do his work with 
a renewed spirit. He has been blessing 
the ministry of India Every Home Cru-
sade, the Brethren in Christ church-
planting work, and the ministry of the 
Gospel Tide Hour. We thank the Lord 
for giving us the privilege to work for 
him in this needy land. Our hearts con-




John A. Brubaker—Choma, Zambia 
[The 1992 General Conference in 
Hamilton, Ontario, was the first John 
has missed since 1959. However, since 
he wasn 't close by and since experiences 
such as these now fill his life, he wasn't 
thinking too much about that loss.] 
On the weekend of May 16-17 I was 
asked by Bishop Shamapani to share in 
a weekend Bible Conference at Chinji. I 
was accompanied by Pastor Robson 
Mudenda, who would be presiding min-
ister, and Moses Mudala, who would be 
my interpreter for the Sunday morning 
sermon. 
Upon arriving we learned that there 
were 33 candidates for baptism. So Pas-
tor Mudenda asked me to assist with the 
baptismal service. He explained that the 
candidates would enter the water in 
pairs, and after the baptismal ritual we 
would baptize simultaneously. I soon 
learned the Tonga words for "In the 
name of the Father. . . ." 
The weekend was a typical one, with 
many aspects of worship and fellowship 
included: reception of church members, 
footwashing, and a service celebrating 
the Lord's Supper. The total group, more 
than 100 persons, was too large for the 
church, so most of the services were 
held under a nearby tree. For the Satur-
day evening service we gathered around 
campfires and sang into the night under 
a bright, moonlit sky. Between services 
we clustered around campfires for 
warmth, fellowship, and meals. 
Sunday after the main worship ser-
vice we returned to Nahumba "by anoth-
er way," jostling homeward over what 
was at times a barely discernable road. 
To me, a newcomer in Zambia, this was 
a most meaningful and memorable 
weekend. I learned in a new way what it 
means to be a part of the family of God. 
How God provides 
Bryan Sollenberger—London 
There is much that I have learned 
over the last four years for which I am 
deeply grateful. The opportunity to see 
life from a different cultural point of 
view is something everyone should 
experience. America can be quite iso-
lated, being bordered by two large 
oceans, and it is easy to lose awareness 
of the rest of the world. 
I've also learned to appreciate the 
small blessings of life and not to take 
them for granted. You may be aware that 
one does not do this sort of work for the 
money, yet God does look after us mis-
sionaries. I may not always have done 
all I would have liked to do, but I defi-
nitely had what I needed and more. 
The other day I was looking around 
the flat [apartment] and without excep-
tion everything that is "mine" was either 
given to me outright or lent to me for as 
long as I need it. This includes a bed, 
desk, piano, carpet, radio, and bicycle. I 
realize that in the future God may pro-
vide through employment the cash nec-
essary to purchase such things. But it's 
been an exciting lesson in faith to see 
them provided in less conventional 
ways. 
Hearts open to 
the gospel 
Dennis Barlow—Mtshabezi Hospital, 
Zimbabwe 
The past few months have been busy 
at the hospital. A good friend of ours 
from Baltimore, Dr. Thomas Corson, 
arrived in February with two medical 
students from Johns Hopkins and their 
wives. All five visitors were a great 
source of blessing and encouragement. 
In addition to the medical help, we spent 
time in discussion and prayer about the 
lh Evangelical Visitor 
evangelistic outreach of Mtshabezi Hos-
pital. 
Gord and Shelley Bartel, who joined 
our staff in January, were able to pur-
chase Bibles, paperback Gospels, and 
numerous tracts (such literature is often 
hard to come by in Zimbabwe). All of 
these materials are eagerly received by 
patients. One man, who had been read-
ing some of the literature, was convict-
ed during a chapel service when Thomas 
was preaching. Later he went to see the 
hospital chaplain, who led him to the 
Lord. 
Seeing the need for more teaching 
for Christians, the students led a four-
part series of discussions on the Gospel 
of John. By the last day, the chapel was 
packed. Surely there are a lot of open 
hearts here. Included among the materi-
als Gord and Shelley bought are some 
workbooks that accompany the Gospel 
of John and also a home correspondence 
course. Some patients have already 
begun working on these, and we hope to 
get others started. Pray that we will con-
tinue to be able to get Christian literature 
for the patients. Pray also that the seed 




continued from page 15 
longer required drinking the potent 
palm liquor. Now there were clothes 
for their wives and children. 
As each new group arrived they 
joined those who had come earlier, 
some on foot, others by bus. These 
were inside the church singing "with 
might and main" if not in harmony. It 
was clear that unfamiliarity with the 
tune did not deter them from express-
ing their joy in salvation. Finally we 
were invited inside; the time for ser-
vice had come. 
At 11:25 we left our shoes at the 
door, entered the church and were 
seated on the platform. We were first 
presented with garlands, and follow-
ing a prayer there was another song. 
The church was well appointed. Of 
special note was a quartz clock on the 
wall set to the correct time and pro-
tected by a plastic bag: There were 
more than 30 women, about the same 
number of men, and approximately 
10 children. I was introduced and 
asked to speak. First I exchanged 
greetings and then had Hebrews 1:1-
3 read in preparation for the message, 
"How Can We Know That God Is and 
That He Has Spoken to Us?" Illus-
trating with a bicycle, the moon and 
Orion, I showed that all know that 
someone has made these things. We 
know that he has spoken because he 
has given us the Bible which tells us 
what he has done. He made us crea-
tures of choice, but when we made 
the wrong choice he proved himself a 
God of love rather than a God of 
vengeance. In Jesus we can be rec-
onciled to God. We have chosen to 
worship. Now, I asked, what will you 
do with the good news? I said I knew 
they had suffered greatly. We had 
heard about their suffering and had 
prayed for them. I encouraged them 
to be faithful. Jesus will come again 
and we will hear his words, "Well 
done." 
At 12:25 there was a song and a 
short message from veteran mission-
ary William Hoke admonishing them 
to be true and faithful to Christ. After 
another song, Sudhansu Das, a mem-
ber of the Brethren in Christ board in 
Orissa, spoke from Psalm 1:1-3. One 
of the members, who is a government 
official and whose family had donat-
ed the land for the church, then spoke. 
Following another song Bijoy Roul 
preached from Ephesians 5:1-2. Sud-
hansu had a prayer, followed by a 
song and the final prayer. At 1:43 
p.m. the service ended. 
After the service we were shown 
an addition being made to the back of 
the church. This is to be a house for 
the pastor. The area was carefully 
fenced by a weaving of a very thorny 
bamboo, effective and a real work of 
art. However, there needed to be a 
personal presence to assure its safety. 
It does need to be said that the 
lives of the Christians have so 
impressed their Hindu neighbors that 
they are being increasingly accepted. 
In fact in one area of Orissa the Chris-
tians are under extreme pressure due 
to the fact that five of the most mili-
tant Hindu families have been con-
verted! A thousand Hindus surround-
ed the church and threatened the 
Christians. Fortunately God inter-
vened and no violence broke out. But 
the area was still tense, too tense for 
us to visit as planned. 
A concrete-lined well, 30 feet to 
the water, was included on the prop-
erty. Next to it the people were 
preparing huge quantities of rice and 
other foods. We were soon called into 
the shade at the side of the building 
and served a fine meal of rice and 
dhal, curried meat, tasty eggplant and 
other foods, topped off with some 
very sweet morsels like nothing you 
will ever see in our country. 
Our capacity for food was more 
than filled by the first serving of the 
quite tasty meal. Had we known, we 
would have taken a little more but we 
declined as politely as we could only 
to have the elder say, "I'm sorry that 
you don't like our food." After that 
we always took a little more whether 
we could eat it or not. 
It was time to go. We had had fel-
lowship with people who know what 
it means to convert. Jesus means 
everything to them. Though it would 
cost them their homes, beatings, even 
their lives, what they have found in 
Jesus is worth it all. In the end they 
could rejoice that they had been found 
worthy to suffer for Jesus' sake. Some 
Christians have it so easy that they 
do not know the worth of their salva-
tion. Some have given up in the face 
of a bit of ridicule or slight. Those 
who have lived in heathen darkness 
know how to value the light; those 
born in lighted homes will know its 
value only after they have lost it. • 
A. Craybill Brubaker is Overseas Secre-
tary for the Board for World Missions. 
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Aging in the 
Faith 
Tt Community 
"May I suggest two significant func-
tions for grey-haired people to perform in 
our society," said Elbert C. Cole, Kansas 
City, founder of the Shepherds Centers 
and resource person at the Conference on 
Aging held on the Messiah College cam-
pus in Grantham, Pa., June 5-7. "First, 
older adults need to stand in society and 
pass the word to each younger genera-
tion that they can 'make it,' they can tell 
their stories and demonstrate the 'how' 
and the 'what.' We can describe those 
times we learned to sublimate our own 
desires because another was valued. We, 
too, can say there was pain and burden 
along the way, but we stood steady when 
things shook and we found strength. We 
need to tell about the times in our lives 
when we, too, didn't think we could 
make it, but we did—and they can too." 
D. Rohrer Eshleman, M.D., also a 
resource session leader, said, "Elbert Cole 
modeled for me that a spouse with chron-
ic dementia can sometimes be cared for 
without being 'put away.' He shared sto-
ries of continuing to personally care for 
his spouse in the home. 
Dorothy Gish, a dean at Messiah Col-
lege and keynote speaker at Grantham, 
encouraged the audience to do away with 
past myths of getting older. Rather than 
seeing life as a second childhood or as a 
time to forget one's past, she suggested it 
be seen as the pinnacle of one's life and 
faith development as well as a time to 
recall one's past in order to find meaning 
with which to benefit future generations. 
"We are traveling through life on a 
one-way ticket," said Erland Waltner of 
Elkhart, Ind., keynote speaker at the 
opening session of the second regional 
Conference on Aging held on the Goshen 
College campus, June 12-14. Erland fur-
ther stated, "We do not close our eyes to 
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pain and loss, but we need the congrega-
tion. Aging should not be a solo venture." 
Elbert Cole also said at Grantham, 
"Older adults need to know they are 
needed by society to give every ounce of 
energy and every inch of skill as role 
models to the younger generations." 
The Grantham and Goshen confer-
ences each registered 150 interested per-
sons, caregivers, pastors, theologians, 
physicians, and congregational represen-
tatives who attended from Oregon to New 
York and British Columbia to Florida. 
They gathered to explore the meaning of 
aging in the faith community and to 
enlarge their vision of the aging process 
in the context of increased longevity. 
The conferences were sponsored by 
the Mennonite Association of Retired 
Persons and Mennonite Health Associa-
tion. There were three plenary sessions 
and 32 discussion/seminar groups to 
choose from on Friday and Saturday and 
a closing panel and plenary session on 
Sunday morning at each place. Themes 
included: The Congregation as a Re-
source; Aging and Spirituality; Dealing 
with Ethical Issues; Dealing with Demen-
tia and Alzheimer's Disease; New Mod-
els for Care and Housing; Legal Issues in 
Care and Decision Making; Learning 
from the Aging; Preparing for Retire-
ment; and Storytelling. The plenary ses-
sions were ably moderated in Grantham 
by Samuel Janzen of Harrisonburg, Va., 
and in Goshen by Galen Johns of New 
Paris, Ind. 
A follow-up study guide is being pre-
pared and should be available in mid-
1993. Watch for this important publica-
tion. 
The Conferences on Aging concentra-
ted not so much on the bricks and mortar 
of aging but on the conference purpose 
statement stressing empowerment of 
"congregations to develop an awareness 
of spiritual resources for meaningful liv-
ing in the face of economic and techno-
logical issues, fear, doubt, and suffering." 
A young pastor was overheard saying, 
"I'm going back to share this with my 
congregation; this is of utmost impor-
tance and involves all of us." 
Irv Weaver of Mennonite Board of 
Missions, after attending the conference 
at Grantham wrote, "I received many new 
ideas and motivation for my years beyond 
regular employment. Older adult Chris-
tians can have creative and enjoyable 
ministries that will (1) assist our commu-
nities and world to be a better place and 
(2) attract and invite many persons to 
Christ and the church." 
Arlene Mark of Elkhart wrote, "This 
conference opened my eyes and my heart 
to the dimensions of aging. Our congre-
gations need to function as the faith com-
munity, both in exploring the richness of 
their years as gifts to us and in providing 
counsel and care to them." 
After the conference in Grantham, 
Paul M. Miller of Lititz, Pa., said, "I have 
attended many conferences, but this con-
ference went a level deeper than any con-
ference of its kind." 
Melvin A. Kimble, director of the 
department on aging at Luther North-
western Theological Seminary and re-
source person for the Goshen conference 
posed the question, "Will our Christian 
faith allow us to be an example of faith if 
we face severe suffering in dying?" He 
suggested that persons often live and die 
for the wrong reasons. Life is a gift of 
God and to be lived for God and to serve 
our neighbor. He said, "We have an obli-
gation to both live and die." That is, our 
living and dying should model our faith. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Development Council winds down, new phase begins 
"Jubilee: God's Good News"-
new Sunday school curriculum 
to be released in 1994 
As the Development Council of the 
Anabaptist Curriculum Project for Chil-
dren (ACPC) nears completion of their 
work, they have a long list of accom-
plishments behind them. The group, com-
prised of 20 representatives from four 
Anabaptist denominations, held its fourth 
meeting in over two years earlier this year 
at the Church of the Brethren headquar-
ters in Elgin, 111. The General Conference 
Mennonite Church, the Mennonite Church 
and the Brethren in Christ also partici-
pate in the project. The Development 
Council will meet for its fifth and final 
time in November. 
As its name implies, the Development 
Council planned the project. They drew 
up outlines, discussed theology, estab-
lished timelines and selected writers, 
designers and editors. Most recently they 
helped choose a name for the curriculum: 
"Jubilee: God's Good News." 
At the May meeting the Council dis-
cussed a mission statement that would 
reflect ideas of jubilee and discipleship. 
"We hope it will include ideas of wor-
ship, grace, service, liberation, commu-
nity life, shalom, mission, compassion 
and celebration," says Rosella Wiens 
Regier, ACPC executive director. "We 
have much work to do." 
As the curriculum project continues, 
the emphasis will be on writing, editing 
and promoting the material which is due 
out in 1994. 
"This curriculum will bring a rebirth 
of storytelling in our churches," says 
Rene Calderon, Grand Junction, Colo. 
"Working on the Development Council 
has been a new experience for me. I've 
been like a kid with a new toy—it's very 
exciting." 
In addition to the four denominations 
of the ACPC, the last meeting hosted rep-
resentatives from Friends United Meeting 
(Quakers) and the Mennonite Brethren 
of Canada. Calderon, who represents the 
Church of the Brethren, says the inter-
denominational project has worked well. 
"We worked with a mutual spirit. In the 
past when working with more than one 
denomination, there has been tension and 
sometimes withdrawal. In our case, we 
started with four and ended up with the 
possibility of six," he says. 
Regier hopes the curriculum will con-
tinue to draw interest from other denom-
inations. "Development council members 
have been the backbone of the project," 
said Regier. "They have given solid 
direction and creative vision. Now writers 
will nurture these dreams and plans by 
churning out meaningful sessions. What 
is exciting is that churches are anxiously 
waiting for materials. I was with a church 
recently that strongly affirmed the work 









Congregational Help is Needed 
What does your congregation have that JUBILEE needs? 
1. Writers—If you work with children in Sunday school, have writing skills, and 
are interested in being a curriculum writer, write or call for an application to 
submit a sample session. 
2. Artists and illustrators—Forty-two quarters of material for children ages 2 to 
14 need artists and illustrators. Send copies of a portfolio and a resume. 
3. Children's art—We hope to include children's art work throughout the curricu-
lum. All work will be acknowledged, though not all of it will be used. Invite chil-
dren to send pictures. 
* work on 8 1/2 x 11" white paper 
* use a black fine point magic marker (like Sharpie, 1/16" wide) 
* draw anything you like: your family, animals, people, Bible stories, 
happy times, sad times, designs, school work, summer stuff, recess, 
your Sunday school room or teacher 
* on the back, with a pencil, clearly print four things: your name, age, 
address, church name. 
4. Test churches—Each quarter of material is being tested at the manuscript 
stage before publication. Here is an opportunity to give affirmation and make 
suggestions before final editing. 
5. Prayers—All are invited to join in prayer for this new nurture material being 
prepared for your children. 
For more information, contact the editorial department of Evangel Publishing House, P.O. Box 166, 
Nappanee, IN 46550. (219) 773-3164. Act quickly! Your contributions are needed yet in 1992! 
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Church Member Profile II 
Denominational beliefs 
and participation 
by Abram G. Konrad 
The more we change, the more we 
become the same. Seventeen years after 
the celebrated Kauffman and Harder 
1972 survey of Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ denominations, a 
1989 study of the same five denomi-
nations reveals few shifts in beliefs and 
some contrasting developments in reli-
gious participation. In spite of distinct 
origins and unique historical develop-
ments, Brethren in Christ (BIC), Evan-
gelical Mennonites (EMC), General 
Conference Mennonites (GC), Menno-
nite Brethren (MB), and the Mennonite 
Church (MC) reflect similar commit-
ments to the basic tenets of the Chris-
tian faith. 
Religious beliefs 
Respondents from all five denomi-
nations registered very high on general 
orthodoxy items, with no significant 
shifts in 17 years. Today there is among 
members no doubt that God exists 
(89%), that Jesus was both human and 
divine (90%), that miracles happened as 
recorded in the Bible (93%), that Jesus' 
resurrection was physical (93%), that 
Jesus will actually return to earth 
(92%). and that there is life beyond 
death (94%). 
Similarly, members generally agreed 
with the fundamentalist beliefs that the 
Bible is the divinely inspired and infal-
lible word of God (82%) and that Jesus 
was born of a virgin (91%). There was 
a drop from 74 to 67 percent of those 
who definitely believe that those with-
out Christ will suffer eternal punish-
ment. As in 1972, only about half held 
that God created the world in six 24-
hour days. 
On many belief items the variations 
within a denomination were as great as 
those across denominations. Taken 
together, however, some denomina-
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tional distinctives exist. MBs and 
EMCs registered above the "average" 
on general orthodoxy items more often, 
and GCs registered below average 
more often than did others. Similarly, 
BICs, EMCs and MBs registered high-
er than average most often on tests of 
fundamentalism, while GCs registered 
lower. 
The level of agreement of Menno-
nites and Brethren in Christ with Six-
teenth Century Anabaptism changed lit-
tle in the past 17 years. Most believe 
that infant baptism is neither necessary 
nor proper for infants (84%), that Chris-
tians can expect persecution (67%), and 
that church discipline is important 
(63%). There was a decrease in those 
who agreed that Christians should take 
no part in war (66 to 58%) and that 
some government tasks are wrong (59 
to 54%). Conversely, there was an 
increase from 57 to 62 percent that it 
was against God's will to swear the 
oath. Less than half agreed that Jesus 
expects Christians today to follow the 
In spite of distinct ori-
gins and unique histori-
cal developments, 




Brethren, and the Men-
nonite Church reflect 
similar commitments to 
the basic tenets of the 
Christian faith. 
pattern which he set in his life and min-
istry (45%), and only 34 percent held 
that Christians should not take someone 
to court. 
Have Mennonites and Brethren in 
Christ lost their distinctives? BICs and 
EMCs most often registered lower than 
average, and MBs and MCs registered 
higher than average on our historic dis-
tinctives. While the answer may vary 
somewhat across denominations, the 
erosion of Sixteenth Century Anabap-
tism seems quite evident from these 
data. In the mosaic of Christendom in 
North America, these five denomina-
tions hold much more tenaciously to 
the basic tenets of Christian faith than 
to the distinctives of Sixteenth Century 
Anabaptism. 
Scores on an eight-item Bible 
knowledge test ranged from a low on 
the meaning of the exile (45%) to a 
high on the recognition of Zacchaeus 
(91%). Shifts in the tally from 1972 to 
1989 were of no significance, except 
on an increased understanding of the 
meaning of Pentecost (74 to 79%). On 
the other items, members polled at 
about the same level as they did earlier: 
recognition of Bartholomew (57%), 
Gethsemane (68%), rule in Jesus' day 
(78%), Samaritans (80%) and Macedo-
nian call (83%). EMCs were somewhat 
lower and MBs somewhat higher than 
average, but no substantial denomina-
tional variations in Bible knowledge 
were reflected in this survey. 
Religious participation 
Participation in religious practices 
during this 17-year period changed 
more than did religious beliefs and 
knowledge. 
Weekly church attendance of mem-
bers dropped from 70 to 65 percent on 
average, ranging all the way from 51 to 
Evangelical Visitor 
80 percent across denominations. The 
decline in weekly Sunday school atten-
dance was from 69 to 59 percent, rang-
ing from 42 to 77 percent for the five 
denominations. Whether such decreas-
es relate to growing urbanization, an 
aging membership, some other demo-
graphic factors or the impact of reli-
gious broadcasting cannot be deter-
mined from these data, but no longer is 
regular participation as high a priority 
as it was in the past. And yet, a larger 
number (60 to 69%) reported quite a 
lot of inspiration and strengthening in 
the typical Sunday worship service. 
On a more personal level, participa-
tion in a daily family, private or cell 
group devotional period dropped from 
29 to 19 percent of church members. At 
the same time, family or group worship 
by members of the household changed 
from 45 to 35 percent during this peri-
od. Only small variations across de-
nominations were evidenced in these 
areas. 
A significant increase since 1972 
occurred in three matters relating to 
church life: the importance of partici-
pation in church life (from 47 to 53%), 
of being a church member (67 to 75% 
percent), and of actually belonging to a 
small group for regular meetings of 
worship, discussion, Bible study and 
fellowship (39 to 47%). Except on the 
matter of small group membership, 
these increases characterized members 
in the five denominations uniformly. 
The sense of spiritual well-being 
remained unchanged during this 17-
year period. Fifty-five percent reported 
a close relationship to God; 50 percent 
felt guided by a spiritual goal in life; 
and 68 percent expressed interest in 
serving in the local congregation. One-
fourth of all church members, com-
pared with 18 percent in 1972, reported 
often witnessing orally about the Chris-
tian faith. And yet, as in 1972, 48 per-
cent tried at least a few times to lead 
someone to faith in Christ, and 44 per-
cent occasionally invited non-Chris-
tians to attend church or Sunday school 
services. 
Of all but three of the items relating 
to religious participation there was con-
siderable variation across denomina-
tions. From lowest to highest overall 
scores, they could be arrayed GC, MC, 
BIC, MB, EMC, with the greatest dif-
ferences noted at the extremes. 
Conclusions 
Several conclusions summarize the 
findings about denominational beliefs 
and participation. 
1. All Mennonites and Brethren in 
Christ registered very high on both gen-
eral orthodoxy and fundamentalism in 
1989, much as they did in 1972. 
2. An erosion of Sixteenth Century 
Anabaptist distinctives seems evident, 
although few changes relating to these 
items were noted during this 17-year 
period. 
3. The level of Bible knowledge has 
remained constant. 
4. Sunday school, church atten-
dance, and private and family devotions 
have declined among Mennonites and 
Brethren in Christ, while small group 
membership and the importance of par-
ticipation in church life have increased. 
5. Overall, few substantial changes 
were observed, and denominational 
similarities far outweigh the differ-
ences. 
These findings could serve as an 
incentive to us individually and corpo-
rately to strive for greater faithfulness 
in our high calling to Christian disci-
pleship. 
Abraham Konrad, Edmonton, Alberta, is 
the Mennonite Brethren Church representa-




Warren S. Climenhaga of Saskatoon, 
Sask., is beginning a three-year Menno-
nite Central Committee assignment in 
Cambodia, where he will work as a water 




ly served with 
Canadian Cross-
roads Interna-
tional in Guyana, 
and received a 
bachelor's de-
gree in geogra-
phy from the 
University of 
Saskatchewan in Saskatoon. A member 
of Massey Place Community Church in 
Saskatoon, his parents are Darlene and 
Robert Climenhaga of Saskatoon. 
Michelle Longenecker of Dayton, 
Ohio, is beginning a two-year MCC 
assignment in Akron, Pa., where she will 
work as a mail clerk. She previously 
served with the 
Brethren in 
Christ Church in 
Upland, Calif., 
and was last 
employed as a 
quality control 
person at Unique 
Custom Graph-
ics in Dayton. 
She is a member 
of Highland Brethren in Christ Church 
in West Milton, Ohio. Her parents are 
Evelyn and Neal Longenecker of Akron. 
She has a daughter, Amberly J. Norris. 
Paul Walker of Kitchener, Ont., is 
beginning a two-year MCC assignment in 
Albany, Ore., where he will work in a 
group home for 
the Oregon Men-
nonite Residen-
tial Services. He 
received a bache-





ener and studied 
history at the 
University of Waterloo (Ont.). He was 
last employed as a residential counselor 
in Kitchener. A member of Westheights 
Brethren in Christ Church in Kitchener, 
his parents are Ellen and Walter Walker 
of Mattawa, Ont. 
MCC is the service, development, and 
relief agency of North American Men-
nonite and Brethren in Christ churches. 
Each year about 300 people enter MCC 
assignments in more than 50 countries in 
North America, Asia, Africa, Europe, the 
Middle East, and Latin America. Cur-
rently about 900 MCC workers serve in 
assignments such as community devel-
opment, education, health, food produc-
tion, emergency response, and adminis-
tration. Many workers are placed in 
assignments where they work directly 
with local churches or community 
groups. 
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Allegheny Conference 
New Light from Messiah College sang for 
the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., 
on July 12. The film "The Genesis Solution" 
was shown July 26. • On July 19 the Antrim 
congregation, Chambersburg, had a farewell for 
Associate Pastor Joe Baer, leaving to pastor the 
South Mountain Chapel congregation, Ship-
pensburg, Pa. The Hobe Sound Quartet was in 
concert July 22 at Antrim. • Twenty youth and 
adults from the Chambersburg congregation 
attended a work camp July 18-25 in Georgia. 
They reported to the congregation on their expe-
rience in a service Aug. 23. • Ten members of 
the Fairvlew Ave. congregation, Waynesboro, 
Pa., assisted at Laurel Mission in Kentucky Aug. 
8-15. The Kelley family went on a service trip to 
Mexico July 26 to Aug. 7. • VBS was held Aug. 
10-14 by the Five Forks congregation, Waynes-
boro, Pa., on the theme "Adventure on Son 
Mountain." 
Ralph and Mary Beth Palmer were installed 
July 19 as pastoral couple of the Hollo well con-
gregation, Waynesboro, Pa. Eber and Ruth 
Dourte had been serving in the interim. • Ven-
triloquist-musicians the Hartmans led the July 
27-31 VBS of the Iron Springs church, Fair-
field, Pa. The Gospel Brass Band was in concert 
July 19. • Youth from the Mt. Rock church, 
Shippensburg, Pa., returned July 9 from a trip to 
Wichita, Kan., to help finish and clean a home 
for women. Two persons were baptized on July 
2. • July 12 was Kids' Day at the New Guilford 
church, Chambersburg, Pa., with a slide presen-
tation called "Kids Are Important at New Guil-
ford"; music and a skit by the Kids Praise Khoir; 
and puppets by Lois Ann Glessner of Camp Joy-
El. 
The adult class of the South Mountain 
Chapel enjoyed a trip to Raystown Lake July 25 
for a boat cruise and picnic. • John and Lucille 
Graybill shared about their missions experiences 
in Japan on July 19 with the Springhope con-
gregation, Schellsburg, Pa. Edwin Hostetter was 
the speaker July 26 for a Galilean service spon-
sored by the Christ Crusaders. • Wilbur Benner 
was installed Sept. 6 as pastor of the Van Lear 
church, Williamsport, Md. • The Walkersville, 
Md., congregation received six new members 
this summer. Harry Wachsmuth preached July 
12 on "Where Is God When It Hurts?" 
Atlantic Conference 
On July 19 the Conoy church, Elizabeth-
town, Pa., had a farewell service for Pastor Ken-
neth L. Engle, completing 11 years at the church. 
He will begin serving the Bethesda Mission, Har-
risburg, as teacher and counselor. • Michael 
Umholtz of the Cross Roads church, Mount Joy, 
Pa., served with Youth With A Mission at the 
Olympic games in Barcelona. Dwayne Sollen-
berger worked for a week in Darien, Georgia. • 
Al Long preached July 5 at the Elizabethtown, 
Pa., church on "Shields of the Earth." • The 
Fairland church, Cleona, Pa., began a two-ser-
vice format on July 19. The youth provided the 
Earl Herr ordained 
Earl Herr, pastor of the Martinsburg, 
Pa., Brethren in Christ Church, was 
ordained to the Christian ministry on 
Sunday, July 12, 1992. Bishop H. Frank 
Kipe was in charge of the ordination ser-
vice and preached one of the sermons. 
Also preaching during the service were 
Bishops Emeriti Charlie B. Byers and 
Henry A. Ginder and fellow pastor Bar-
ton Starr. 
Earl held a lay ministerial license from 
his home congregation of Palmyra and 
was camp pastor and Bible teacher at 
Kenbrook from 1966 to 1971 as well as 
serving in pulpit supply and as an evan-
gelist. He completed the Personal Study 
Course of the denomination and has taken 
a number of courses at Messiah College. 
He pastored the Maytown (Pa.) congre-
gation from 1971 to 1977, was transi-
tional pastor for the Messiah Home/ 
Messiah Village congregation in 1977, 
and began his pastorate at Martinsburg 
in 1980. 
Earl was founding president of both 
the Martinsburg Elementary and Spring 
Cove Middle School Parent-Teacher 
Organizations, was executive secretary 
for two area-wide evangelistic crusades, 
and writes a weekly column for the local 
newspaper. Currently the assistant mod-
erator for the Allegheny Conference, he is 
also secretary of the Roxbury Holiness 
Camp Board of Directors. 
Earl and his wife Sharon (Miller) are 
parents of five children: Ruth, Laura, 
Rebecca, Scott, and Ryan. 
evening meal July 12 at Lebanon Rescue Mis-
sion. • The Fellowship Chapel congregation, 
Bronx, N.Y., had a Sunday school picnic at Tall-
man Mountain July 11. 
The youth of the Free Grace church, 
Millersburg, Pa., led the July 19 evening ser-
vice. A special offering July 26 went to drought-
stricken southern Africa. • A small group from 
the Evangelist Team of the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Japan shared in the Aug. 9 service of 
the Harrisburg, Pa., church. The second and 
third in a series of meetings on mission goals 
and identity of the church were on July 19 and 
Aug. 23. • Vesta Penn spoke on behalf of the 
Gideons on July 5 at the Hummelstown, Pa., 
church. The congregation has a "new" Baldwin 
piano. • Seventy people of the Lancaster, Pa., 
church attended a July 17-19 retreat at Spruce 
Lake in the Poconos. The church offered summer 
activities for children on four Wednesday morn-
ings, 9:30-noon, in July and August. 
Paul Nisly, chairman of the language depart-
ment at Messiah College, spoke July 5 to the 
Manor congregation, Mountville, Pa., on "Rec-
onciliation: a Gift and a Task." • The 
Millersville, Pa., congregation hosted VBS July 
12-16. • The youth of the Mt. Pleasant church, 
Mount Joy, Pa., planned a skiing outing and pic-
nic on July 25. A men and boys' campout was 
July 31-Aug. 2 at the Heisey cabin. • The 
Palmyra, Pa., church is considering use of its 
Main Street property as housing for needy fam-
ilies. Jack McClane was the July 12 evening 
speaker. • On Aug. 1 eight members of the 
Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa., traveled to Nava-
jo Mission, N.M., for a week of work. The July 
12-16 VBS, "Jesus Seekers in All-Star Sneak-
ers," also included programs for youth and 
adults. A farewell for Assoc. Pastor Jeff Ruhl 
was July 19. 
On three Wednesday evenings in July, Pastor 
Peifer led a Bible study at the Refton, Pa., 
church on what the Bible says about women in 
leadership and ministry. • On July 10 the youth 
of the Silverdale, Pa., church had a bake sale to 
support Jen Heine's mission trip to Spain. The 
Cal Clark family from Brazil ministered in the 
July 26 service. • Youth from the Souderton, 
Pa., church led a VBS in Brooklyn, N.Y., July 
19-25. A pre-youth group activity for graduated 
sixth graders on July 29 was miniature golfing. • 
Don Eisenhauer preached July 12 for the Stowe, 
Pa., congregation. • On July 12 the Summit 
View church, New Holland, Pa., had an all-day 
picnic at Welsh Mountain Community Park. 
Canadian Conference 
Lois Jean Sider spoke to the Bertie congre-
gation, Stevensville, Ont., on July 12. Abigail 
Sider recently was honored for 50 years of ser-
vice as a Sunday school teacher. • On July 5 
Ken Hepner was speaker and Dale Engle was 
soloist in the service of the Bridlewood church, 
Agincourt, Ont. • Jeff House recently spoke to 
the Falls View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont., 
about his trip to Russia. The missions and service 
committee made family offering containers 
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available to the church in July for African famine 
relief. • Pastor Marlin Ressler preached his final 
sermon, "Changing of the Guard," on July 19 for 
the Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont. An 
evening service that day honored music person-
nel. • The young adults of the Kings wood con-
gregation, Barrie, Ont., had a water skiing outing 
recently at Centennial Park. 
From the end of June through August, the 
Lakeside Community church, Calgary, Alb., 
hosted the Precept Ministries study, "So You 
Won't Be Deceived About His Coming" about 2 
Thessalonians. • On June 28 the Massey Place 
church held farewell activities for Pastor Doug 
and Charlotte Sider. Maurice Vellacott from 
Regina began ministry on Aug. 15. • The North 
East Community congregation, Calgary, Alb., 
gathered recently for a fellowship time and report 
on General Conference at the home of Pastor 
Zuck. • Lois Jean Sider spoke about Zambia on 
July 19 to the Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation. • 
The Port Colborne, Ont., congregation had a 
July 12 evening picnic, fellowship, and service. 
• Guest speakers on July 5 and 12 for the Ridge-
mount congregation, Hamilton, Ont., were 
Chester Paulus and Kier Hammer. 
The Aug. 10-14 VBS of the Rosebank con-
gregation, Petersburg, Ont., was "Sonward Ho! 
Part II." • June 28 was a big day for the Sherk-
ston, Ont., congregation: dedication of a new 
Allen organ; three new members received; and 
an evening message by E. Morris Sider. • On 
July 12 the Springvale, Ont., congregation had 
a Youth in Praise service with Monique Tute. 
Proceeds from an Aug. 15 garage sale went to 
Children's Homes Int'l, Guatemala. • A summer 
sermon series at the Upper Oaks church, 
Oakville, Ont., was "Laws that Liberate." Little 
Oaks Children's Camp was held July 20-24. • 
Sheila Bell, student at Briercrest Bible College, 
interned during the summer at Valley view Com-
munity church, Calgary, Alb. The film "Cry 
from the Mountain" was shown July 19. • 
Tammy Westfall of the Westheights church, 
Kitchener, Ont., recently served with Kingdom 
Building Ministries in Ghana through drama, 
music, and personal testimony with Dwight 
Robertson. 
Central Conference 
The ladies of the Amherst church, Massillon, 
Ohio, had a July 17 outing to a craft show at 
Der Dutch Peddler. New Light from Messiah 
College ministered July 19. • The Japanese 
Evangelistic Ensemble from Koganei Brethren in 
Christ Church, Tokyo, witnessed in song and 
testimony at the Ashland, Ohio, church on Aug. 
10. • Bob White and Jim Marx shared pulpit 
duties in late July at the Carland Zion church, 
Owosso, Mich., while Pastor Stanton attended 
camp meeting in West Milton, Ohio. • Pastor 
Whittington of the Christian Union church, 
Garrett, Ind., was a counselor at Lakeview Teen 
Camp at the end of July. • On July 14 the Friend-
ship Circle group of the Nappanee, Ind., church 
visited Bessinger's Wildlife Preserve for dinner 
and a hike. An all-church trip to Comisky Park, 
Chicago, was Aug. 22. 
On July 18 the Peace Chapel congregation, 
Ravenna, Ohio, had a picnic and recreation at 
Munroe Falls Metro Park. • The Phoneton 
church, Tipp City, Ohio, has changed its name to 
Northgate Christian Fellowship. • The youth 
of the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church went canoeing 
on July 12 and to a Cincinnati Reds game on 
July 19. • A men's Bible study and breakfast are 
held at the Sippo Valley church, Massillon, 
Ohio, the second Saturday of each month. • Carl 
Stump preached in the July 5 service of the 
Union Grove congregation, New Paris, Ind. 
Midwest Conference 
On Aug. 2 Jeff and Connie Sechrist shared 
about the work of Navajo Mission, N.M., with 
the Abilene, Kan., congregation. Charles Nor-
man preached the morning messages Aug. 2 and 
9. • Three couples from the Bethany congrega-
tion, Thomas, Okla., recently celebrated 50th 
wedding anniversaries: Chester and Olive Jean 
Walker; Homer and Phoebe Engle; and Ernie 
and Helen Taylor. • On July 12 the Mound 
Park congregation, Dallas Center, Iowa, had a 
potluck meal and teachers' meeting in prepara-
tion for their July 20-24 VBS. Six youth from the 
Oklahoma City, Okla., congregation traveled 
recently to Chicago for a week-long Sonlife Stu-
dent Evangelism and Mission Project (SEMP). • 
On June 28 the Rosebank congregation, Hope, 
Kan., helped Bishop Ginder celebrate his birth-
day with a meal and cake. The church camped 
out July 25-27 at Herington Lake. • Katie Funk 
Wiebe was the July 19 speaker at the Zion 
church, Abilene, Kan. 
Pacific Conference 
On July 14 the Straight Ahead youth choir 
from Glendale, Ariz., presented "What's Life?" 
E.V. Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
Sept. 1,1892 issue—In an article, "Wise Words to Parents": "Be courteous to 
your children. A kind manner and gentle tone usually have the desired effect, 
however obdurate the case, and children are born imitators. Certainly order and 
cleanliness should be a law in every household, but take heed lest your children 
fear a stain upon clothes or carpet more than one upon their conscience." 
75 Years Ago 
Sept. 10, 1917 issue—Eld. A. L. Eisenhower of Pasadena, Calif., "gives 
expression of his understanding of triune [sic] immersion as constituting scrip-
tural baptism. He considers that triune action is implied in Christ's Commission 
as recorded in Matt. 28:19, and that a buriel [sic] is invariably connected with the 
term baptism.... Matt. 29:19 itself would prove the Triune part of baptism and 
Rom. 6:4 itself would prove the immersion part . . . ." 
Same issue—Editor Hostetter reports on questions submitted to the U.S. gov-
ernment by the non-resistance churches and the following resolution by said 
churches: "Resolved, that we, as a religious body express ourselves as being con-
scientiously opposed to serving, in military service in any form, believing that all 
such service under the military arm of the government, whether in combat or non-
combatant capacity, is conflicting with the Bible doctrine of non-resistance." 
50 Years Ago 
Sept. 14, 1942 issue—"On July 26, Bro. Henry Ginder of Manheim, Pa., 
came to labor with us in a tent meeting. The tent was pitched on the lawn of Bro. 
Millard Hostetter's farm home, a very pleasant location. The meeting continued 
until Aug. 9. Attendance the first week was hindered some by the unfinished 
work of threshing, but on the whole attendance and interest were very good." 
25 Years Ago 
Sept. 11, 1967 issue—John Zercher writes: "What does an editor say in his 
first editorial?" He goes on to affirm "our belief in the church . . . in the printed 
page as a God-ordained means of evangelism and Christian nurture . . . and in the 
Brethren in Christ." 
Same issue—On the missions page: "Expected in America: Rev. A. Graybill 
and Ethel (Stern) Brubaker and family, from Zambia, where Bro. Brubaker has 
been principal of Choma Secondary School... Martha Lady, R.N.; Dr. Virginia 
Kauffman, who has been in charge of Phumula Mission Hospital." 
10 Years Ago 
The September 10 and 25 issues were combined into a 32-page monthly for-
mat to test this new concept with readers. 






Receipts—Year to Date 
January 1-July 31,1992 
1992 1991 
Proportionate 1.202.220 1.281.028 
Congregational 1,135,073 1,204,118 
Individual 67,147 76,910 
Designated and 
Direct Giving 313.568 322.631 
Congregational 218,152 230,103 
Individual 95,416 92,528 
Total to Date 1.515.788 1.603.659 
Total Budget 4.142.279 3.835.885 
Received to Date 36.6% 41.8% 
John and Mary (not their real names) have been a part of a 
Brethren in Christ congregation for many years. They have served 
faithfully as deacon couple and Sunday school teachers in their 
local church. They are the parents of six children. 
After John's retirement from his job, John and Mary traveled 
and also spent time in voluntary service assignments for the 
church. In their retirement years they continue to share as volun-
teers and are faithful in service to the Lord. 
As part of their estate planning for the present and the future, 
John and Mary looked very carefully at a number of financial 
possibilities. For more than a year they considered placing an 
amount of their financial resources into a Gift Annuity Agree-
ment with the Jacob Engle Foundation. This would give them an 
income for the remainder of their lives, a 
tax deduction at the time of the gift; and 
they would be able to leave the bal-
ance to the charities of their choice 
at the death of the second person. 
John decided that he did not 
need to be a part of this transac-
tion because the Lord had blessed 
and provided for them in an 
ample way. With the Gift Annuity 
drawn up for Mary only, she 
would receive a larger income 
and a greater tax deduction. 
Based on Mary's age of 75 at 
the time of the gift, they 
received a tax deduction of almost 50 
percent of the amount of the gift. They were able to declare this 
on that year's federal income tax; and if not able to use all of it as 
deductions, they could use it over the next five years. Mary's 
income, again based on her age, is 8.5 percent. She receives a 
check each quarter, and for the first 10 years of payments 48 per-
cent of her income is tax free. 
When Mary goes to be with the Lord, the remainder of the gift 
will be divided according to her wishes, which presently are her 
local congregation and the Board for World Missions. 
I talked with Mary a year after the agreement was drawn up to 
ask how she felt about the Gift Annuity and the service she receives 
from Jacob Engle Foundation, and whether her checks are arriv-
ing on time. She is very pleased with the service of the Foundation, 
and the income checks are arriving on time. 
John and Mary are pleased! The Jacob Engle Foundation is 
able to serve them and the church. Ultimately, the Board for World 
Missions and their local Brethren in Christ church will receive 
funds for mission purposes. I believe that overall God is pleased 
with the stewardship of Mary and John. 
A Charitable Gift Annuity is just one of a number of ways to give 
to the Lord's work and also receive an income. I would be happy 
to share with interested friends ways to do this. Just write or 
telephone: S. Lane Hostetter, Department of Planned Giving, E 0. 
Box 450, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055; 717/697-2634. 
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to the Alta Loma, Calif., congregation. • Pastor 
Thrush of the Chino, Calif., church recently 
preached a four-part sermon series, "Remember 
Your Creator While You Are Young." Dave 
Ruiz, evangelist, singer, and trumpeter from 
Brooklyn, ministered on July 12. • The Moreno 
congregation, Moreno Valley, Calif., has 
expanded its Sunday school through grade 12. 
New trailers and a playground have been 
installed. A late June baptismal service was post-
poned because of earthquakes. • On July 12 the 
Ontario, Calif., congregation hosted the local 
Chinese church for a potluck meal. "God's 
Champions" was the theme of the July 27-31 
VBS. • Trudy Graham of the Pacific Highway 
congregation, Salem, Ore., opened a children's 
library on Wednesday afternoons as an outreach 
to the Lake Labish community. The congrega-
tion planned a Hawaiian Carnival on July 27 
with food and games. • June 6 was the 50th 
wedding anniversary of Les and Martha Unruh 
of the Upland, Calif., congregation. A farewell 
service for Don and Marlene Shafer took place 
July 19 with a message by Bishop Cober. 
Southeast Conference 
The Bloomington Chapel congregation, 
Columbia, Ky., raised over $3,800 at a recent 
auction and pie supper to pay for new restrooms. 
• The July event for the monthly "summer cele-
bration" of the Holden Park congregation, 
Orlando, Fla., was an old-fashioned hymn sing 
and ice cream social on July 12. July 31 was the 
last day of operation for the church's day care 
center. • On July 26 the Pomeroy Chapel con-
gregation, Smithville, Tenn., enjoyed a program 
of music and testimony by the Gospel Echoes, 
Goshen, Ind. • Roy Musser preached on July 12 
for the Winchester, Va., church. On July 19, 
experiences from General Conferences were 
shared, followed by a noon picnic. The video 
"A Man Called Norman" was shown July 5. 
Susquehanna Conference 
The Big Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa., 
hosted VBS July 26-31 with directors Steve and 
Joy Mowery from Penns Creek on the theme 
"Flying with Christ." Clara Leedom from 
Jamaica spoke on July 23. • The young adults 
from the Carlisle, Pa., church had a mystery 
dinner on July 18. Dorothy Gish preached Aug. 
2 on "Bonded in Christ." • The Facilities Task 
Force of the Cedar Grove church, Mifflintown, 
Pa., is working with a company to formulate 
plans for a new education wing and renovations 
to the existing building. Craig Zendt is new 
Director of Youth, Young Adults, and Outreach. 
Ten persons were baptized July 19 in the Junia-
ta River. • The Commission of Home of the 
Cedar Heights church, Mill Hall, Pa., sponsored 
a games and finger food night on July 18. 
The "Sonshine Fund" of the Colyer church, 
Centre Hall, Pa., matched the offering July 19 to 
go to drought victims in southern Africa. • The 
Board of Elders of the Cumberland Valley 
church, Dillsburg, Pa., recently decided to raise 
money to place Bibles in the pews for visitors. A 
worship service and picnic were held Aug. 2 at 
J.O. Lehman Retreat. • On July 15 Rich and 
Kathy Steubing spoke to the Grantham, Pa., 
congregation about their work in Zambia. The 
Evangelism Commission hosted an outdoor 
movie night on July 31 . • On July 19 the 
Hanover, Pa., congregation saw Part II of the 
Dobson film series "Children At Risk." A con-
gregational bike ride was July 25. • The Jemi-
son Valley congregation, Westfield, Pa., had a 
golf day and dinner Aug. 22 with all proceeds 
going to missions. 
Leroy Fetteroff spoke in the July 5 service of 
the Marsh Creek church, Howard, Pa. The July 
13-17 VBS offering went for bales of hay for the 
horses at Christian Retreat Center. • The 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation reports that 
25 new families have begun attending since 
occupancy of the new church facility. • On Aug. 
9 the Japanese Evangelistic Ensemble provided 
an afternoon program for the Messiah Village 
congregation, Mechanicsburg. • Larry and 
Sharon Stoner of the Morning Hour Chapel 
congregation, East Berlin, Pa., hosted a 5-Day 
Good News Club in their home June 29-July 3. 
The youth group of the Redland Valley church, 
York Haven, Pa., had discipleship classes on 
Thursday mornings during the summer. • Otis 
Lupher preached July 5 at the Wesley church, 
Mt. Holly Springs, Pa. 
For The Record 
Births 
Bestard: Rachael, July 1; Devon and Sandy 
(Goyea) Bestard, Heise Hill congregation, Ont. 
Bishop: Laura Kathleen, June 24; Garry and 
Lois (Dobbs) Bishop, Oak Ridges congregation, 
Ont. 
Brackbill: Dustin Douglas, July 1; Douglas 
and Nancy (Shellenberger) Brackbill, Cedar 
Grove congregation, Pa. 
Butterfield: Lizabeth Ann, June 19; Mark 
and Diane Butterfield, Walkersville congrega-
tion, Md. 
Byrd: Tyler James, July 6; Allen and 
Michelle (Landis) Byrd, Souderton congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Cote: Elizabeth Ann, July 5; Kenneth and 
Deborah (Marrone) Cote, Air Hill congregation, 
Pa. 
Cretsos: Alexander Ian, May 16; Maurice 
and Dawn (Hoover) Cretsos, Fairview congre-
gation, Ohio. 
Embry: Benjamin Stuart, June 27; Christo-
pher and Sharon (Robinson) Embry, Manor con-
gregation, Pa. 
Fedrau: Morgan James, June 21; Curtis and 
Shelly Fedrau, Massey Place congregation, Sask. 
Heck: Jacob Johathan, July 4; John and 
Michele (Nathan) Heck, Waukena congregation, 
Calif. 
Hickey: Brandon Robert, July 21; Brian and 
Robin (Barton) Hickey, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Lefever: Leanne Marie, June 26; Jeffrey and 
Lisa (Blank) Lefever, Cross Roads congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Mattes: Daniel Eric, July 10; David and 
Cristina (Barr) Mattes, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Miller: Jordan Tyson, July 10; Bill and Trina 
(Tyson) Miller, Cedar Heights congregation, Pa. 
Rodriguez: Ashley Aseneth Pedroza, June 
14; Baldo and Becky Rodriguez, Pacific High-
way congregation, Ore. 
Rossi: Samantha May, June 19; Sam and 
Susan (Fretz) Rossi, Riverside Chapel congre-
gation, Ont. 
Scott: Lyle Owen, July 14; Neil and Peggy 
Scott, Upper Oaks Community congregation, 
Ont. 
Sebald: Leann Grace, July 10; Daniel and 
Brenda Sebald, Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa. 
Sider: Isaac Troy, July 3; Troy and Natalie 
Sider, Port Colborne congregation, Ont. 
Sollenberger: Nathan Brian, June 29; Brian 
and Lisa (McEldowney) Sollenberger, Cham-
bersburg congregation, Pa. 
Stetler: Christopher Levi, June 21; Jimmy 
and Connie Stetler, Oklahoma City congrega-
tion, Okla. 
Strausbaugh: David William, July 20; 
William and Sandra Strausbaugh, Mechanics-
burg congregation, Pa. 
Taylor: Hilary Rochelle, July 10; Kevin and 
Lauren Taylor, Ridgemount congregation, Ont. 
Thrush: Brandon Douglas, June 10; Robert 
and Diana (Embly) Thrush, Montgomery con-
gregation, Pa. 
Weber: Jessica Kathryn, July 10; Paul and 
Kathy Weber, Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Wideman: Amber Miriam, June 7; Dale and 
Cathy (Shropshire) Wideman, Heise Hill con-
gregation, Ont. 
Weddings 
Bert - Landa: Gina Rebecca, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Landa, Newark, Delaware, 
and Rodney Lynn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Bert, 
Dillsburg, Pa., May 23, at the Evangelical Pres-
byterian Church, Newark, with Dr. Robert Auf-
farth officiating. 
Caldwell - Hoover: Annette, daughter of 
Jared and Betty Hoover, Abilene, Kan., and 
Douglas, son of Irvin and Kitty Caldwell, Garden 
City, Kan., May 16, at the bride's home with 
Rev. Henry F. Landis officiating. 
Embly - Eshleman: Trina Lynn, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Eshleman, Greencastle, 
Pa., and Daryl Kevin Embly, son of Darlene 
Ball, Greencastle, Apr. 18, at Maugansville Bible 
Brethren Church, with Rev. John Hoffman offi-
ciating. 
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Betty Ann and Jay M. Haverstick, Willow Street, 
Pa., and Jeffrey W., son of Josie and Donald L. 
Esbin, Willow Street, May 30, with Rev. Gerald 
Wingert officiating. 
Evanko - Brubaker: Ronda, daughter of 
Miriam Brubaker, Strasburg, Pa., and Brian, son 
of John and Carol Evanko, Holtwood, Pa., June 
6, at the home of the bride with Rev. David Rish-
er and Rev. Janet M. Peifer officiating. 
Gift - Besecker: Deborah Jo, daughter of 
Connie and Wilbur Besecker, Waynesboro, Pa., 
and Bradford Allen, son of Dennis and Linda 
Gift, Waynesboro, June 6, at Five Forks Brethren 
in Christ Church with Bishop H. Frank Kipe 
officiating. 
Gulick - Geib: Donna Lynn, daughter of 
Fred and Almeda Geib, Silverdale, Pa,, and 
Charles Donald III, son of C. Donald and Shirley 
Gulick, Skippack, Pa., May 24, at Fairview Vil-
lage Seventh Day Adventist Church with Rev. 
Fred Geib and Rev. Charles Seitz officiating. 
Helfrick - Moyer: Gwendolyn Frances, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Moyer, Cham-
bersburg, Pa., and David Darnell, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Helfrick, Greencastle, Pa., July 11, at 
Montgomery Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Robert Carr and Rev. Curtis Bryant offici-
ating. 
Hogsett - Lapp: Sonya Kathryn, daughter 
of Wilmer and Kathy Lapp, Halifax, Pa., and 
Paul H, son of Homer H. and the late Anna Mae 
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Hogsett, Beaver, Pa., July 18, at Free Grace 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Edwin R. 
Kessler officiating. 
Howe - Cutman: Clara Elizabeth Cutman 
and Leroy Howe, July 11, at Free Grace Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Charles R. Burgard 
and Rev. Edwin R. Kessler officiating. 
Hunt - Fairbanks: Lori Lynn Fairbanks, 
daughter of Donald Emich, East Petersburg, Pa., 
and Barry Lyn, son of Paul and Vivian Hunt, 
Lancaster, Pa., July 18, at Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz offi-
ciating. 
Lamoreaux - Mikolaitis: Barbara, daugh-
ter of John and Antionette Mikolaitis, Hunlock 
Creek, Pa., and Kenneth, son of Dan and Geral-
dine Lamoreaux, Hunlock Creek, May 30 at 
Hunlock Creek Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Daniel L. Jantz officiating. 
Martin - Caufman: Shari Lynn, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Caufman, Chambers-
burg, Pa., and Kevin Ray, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Raymond Martin, Greencastle, Pa., May 30, at 
First Assembly of God, with Rev. Walter Smith 
and Rev. Curtis Bryant officiating. 
Mathna - Measler: Rae Hope, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Measler, Lenhartsville, 
Pa., and Ronald L., son of Mr. and Mrs. Dana C. 
Mathna, Shippensburg, Pa., June 13, at White 
Pines with Rev. Gerald Tyrrell officiating. 
Morton - Marx: Stacey Autumn, daughter 
of James and Shirley Marx, Elsie, Mich., and 
Michael P., son of Shirley Morton, Waldorf, 
Md., June 14, at Carland Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Eric Stanton officiating. 
Oldham - Rose: Kathy Ann Rose, daughter 
of Harry A. and Connie E. Miller, Schellsburg, 
Pa., and Jeffrey Mark, son of Ralph I. and Carol 
A. Oldham, Schellsburg, Aug. 8, at Faith 
Brethren Bible Church with Rev. Samuel Old-
ham and Rev. Ron Peoples officiating. 
Schwartz - Kowalsky: Maria Elizabeth, 
daughter of Lubomir and Bess Kowalsky, 
Urbana, 111., and Dwight Allen, son of Samuel 
and Evangeline Schwartz, York, Pa., May 24, 
at Twin City Bible Church with Rev. Jack Reif-
fer officiating. 
Schwartz - Manthey: Denise Marie, daugh-
ter of Sylvia Manthey, Pittsburgh, Pa., and Mau-
rice Edwin, son of M. Samuel and Evangeline 
Schwartz, York, Pa., May 9, at Monroeville 
Assembly of God with Rev. James Leake offici-
ating. 
Toews - Nix: Melissa Joy, daughter of 
LeRoy and Karen Nix, Stevensville, Ont., and 
Peter Jacob, son of Elizabeth and the late Wern-
er Toews, Walkerton, Ont., June 27, at Sherkston 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. William J. 
Smith and Rev. Leonard J. Chester officiating. 
Wingerd - Wiebbecke: Elisa Marie, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. William R. Wiebbecke, 
Arvada, Colo., and Matthew Gene, son of Dale 
and the late Judy Wingerd, Hope, Kan., July 18 
at Whatley Chapel with Rev. Jerry Schoel offi-
ciating. 
Yoder - Hart: Stephany Jo, daughter of John 
and Jo Ann Hart, Lancaster, Pa., and Jay Mark, 
son of John O. and Arlene Yoder, Stevens, Pa., 
June 27, at Pequea Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Omer E. King officiating. 
Obituaries 
Alderfer: Mary Frymire Alderfer, born Aug. 
30, 1888, in Hope, Kan., died July 18. She came 
from Oklahoma to Upland, Calif., in 1907 and 
married Hiram Alderfer in 1915. Her husband 
and two sons preceded her in death, one of whom 
was Dr. Owen Alderfer. Surviving are a son, Dr. 
A. James Alderfer; 4 daughters, Pearl Haas, Dor-
cus Hoover, Pauline Landis, and Elsie Zook; 18 
grandchildren; and 44 great-grandchildren. She 
had been a member of the Upland church where 
she and Hiram had served as deacon couple and 
treasurer for nearly 50 years. The funeral was 
held at the church with Rev. Walter Winger and 
Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder officiating. Entomb-
ment was in Bellevue Mausoleum. 
Bert: David C. Bert, born Jan. 17, 1924, son 
of Ezra and Carrie Hock Bert, died June 19. He 
was preceded in death by his first wife, Mary 
(Stayman). Surviving are his wife, Martha L. 
(Davidson); a son, Ray D.; 2 daughters, Doris J. 
Barr and Lois A. Bert; 2 stepsons, Kenneth Lee 
Gutshall and Asa E. Gutshall; 14 grandchildren; 
8 great-grandchildren; 2 brothers, James and 
Alvin; and 5 sisters, Pauline Mowery, Annie 
Grove, Grace Nye, Mary Shultz, and Martha 
Vereide. David was retired from H.J. Tanner 
Inc., oil distributor. He had earlier been a farmer, 
and at the time of death was employed by 
Foust's Auction. He was a member of the Mow-
ersville congregation, Pa., where he was church 
treasurer, deacon, and a member of the church 
board. The funeral service was held at the church 
with Rev. William K. Berry and Rev. Barton M. 
Starr officiating. Interment was in Air Hill Cem-
etery. 
Bitner: Mary Catherine Bitner, born Apr. 
19, 1899, daughter of Albert and Mirinda Ben-
ner, died June 22. Preceding her in death was her 
husband Joseph Bitner. Surviving are three 
daughters, Ethel Hayslip, Shirley, and Jean Fretz; 
and a son, Eldon. Mary was a member of the 
Sherkston, Ont., congregation where the funeral 
was held with Rev. Leonard J. Chester officiat-
ing. Interment was in the church cemetery. 
Fortney: Kenneth O. Fortney, born Oct. 31, 
1930, died July 9. Surviving are his wife, 
Genevieve (Knepper); two sons, William and 
Vernon; and two daughters, Martha Veilleux and 
Joyce Blubaugh. He worked with his father as a 
carpenter, then as a carpenter at Teledyne Landis 
Machine Co. until his retirement in 1990. Ken 
was a member of the Fairview Ave. congrega-
tion, Pa., where he served as head usher and 
drove the church bus. The funeral was held at the 
church with Rev. Rodney White officiating. 
Interment was in Mount Zion Cemetery. 
Funk: Eva K. Funk, born Dec. 7, 1907, 
daughter of Rev. Jacob and Agnes Kreider Funk, 
died June 22. Preceding her in death were 2 sis-
ters, Anna Goins and Mildred Heisey; an uncle, 
Noah Kreider; 9 nieces and nephews; and 24 
grandnieces and nephews. Eva was a lifelong 
member of the Fairland congregation, Pa., where 
she taught in the junior department for many 
years, and was church librarian. She was active 
in the Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
and the Retired Senior Volunteer Program. The 
funeral was held at the church with Rev. Vernon 
Bosserman officiating. Interment was in the 
church cemetery. 
Gingrich: Ruth Levenia Gingrich, born Oct. 
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7, 1909, daughter of William H. and Melissa 
(Hackenberger) Book, died July 5. Preceding 
her in death were a brother, Russell Book; and a 
great-granddaughter. Surviving are her husband, 
Lloyd S. Gingrich; 7 children, Elda Flood, Ethel 
Keefer, Miriam Keefer, Marvin L., Blain H., 
Harold L., and Dorothy Cross; 21 grandchildren; 
16 great-grandchildren; a brother, Roy D. Book; 
and 4 sisters, Esther Saner, Mary Corbin, Viola 
Lauver, and Jane Benner. Ruth was a member of 
the Cedar Grove congregation, Pa., where the 
funeral was held with Rev. John Schock and 
Rev. Wilbur Benner officiating. Interment was in 
Adams Cemetery. 
Hershey: Clyde L. Hershey, born Dec. 17, 
1905, son of David H. and Mary Fouts Hershey, 
died June 24. He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Mary (Paulus); a son, Kenneth; and three 
brothers. Surviving are a daughter, Fern Heise; a 
son, Dale L.; 7 grandchildren; 13 great-grand-
children; and a brother, John O. Clyde was a 
lifelong member of the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, con-
gregation, and a retired farmer and contractor. 
For the past 20 years he was a trustee and man-
ager of Memorial Holiness Camp, Ohio, where 
he urged major yearly improvements. The funer-
al was held at the Pleasant Hill church with Rev. 
Tom Kershner officiating. Interment was in the 
church cemetery. 
Holeman: Elsie M. Holeman, born July 7, 
1916, daughter of Harry and Mabel McCelland 
Keene, died July 9. A sister, Mildren Smith, pre-
ceded her in death. Surviving are her husband, 
LeRoy C. Holeman; two sons, Robert and Ron; 
five grandchildren; and two sisters, Lois Swan-
son and Neva Cobelli. Elsie was a homemaker 
and employed at the Robson Pharmacy from 
1953 to 1964. She and her husband served as 
deacon couple for over nine years at the Rose-
bank church, Kan., where the funeral was held 
with Rev. Bob Lister and Rev. Charles Norman 
officiating. Interment was in Sunset Hill Ceme-
tery. 
Kimmel: Paul L. Kimmel, born May 3, 
1912, died July 7. Preceding him in death was his 
wife, Lucille Kimmel. Surviving are a son, John; 
a daughter, Lois McKeon; five grandchildren; 
and a brother, John I. Paul had retired from the 
Pennsylvania Railroad with 43 years of service 
and was a volunteer worker at Messiah Village. 
He was a member of the Messiah Village church. 
The funeral was held at the Neill Funeral Home 
with Rev. John A. Fries, Jr., officiating. Inter-
ment was in Camp Hill Cemetery. 
Klawitter: Irene C. Klawitter, born Nov. 15, 
1923, died July 7. Preceding her in death in April 
was her husband, Glenn W. Klawitter. Surviving 
are two sons, Glenn W., Jr., and Wayne A.; a 
daughter, Janet Klugh; a brother, Guy Levan; 
five grandchildren; and nine sisters, Alverta 
Raup, Margaret Stine, Mildred Levan, Alma 
Hoffman, Charlotte Lucas, Pauline Miller, 
Kathryn Fox, Jean Brown, and Leda Rubright. 
Irene was a member of the Cumberland Valley 
congregation, Pa. The funeral was held at the 
Neumyer Funeral Home with Rev. Ray Bert offi-
ciating. Interment was in Woodlawn Memorial 
Gardens. 
Kraybill: Virgie L. Kraybill, born Mar. 9, 
1896, died June 12. Preceding her in death was 
her husband, Martin E. Kraybill. Surviving are 2 
sons, Spencer and Homer; two daughters, Aman-
da K. Wolgemuth and Mary H. Haas; a step-
daughter, Gladys Henry; 17 grandchildren; and 
18 great-grandchildren. Virgie was the oldest 
member of the Grantham, Pa., church where she 
was active in missions causes, and in caring for 
people-needs. She was a licensed practical nurse. 
The funeral was held at the Messiah Village 
church with Rev. J. Robert Lehman, and Rev. 
Martha Lady officiating. Interment was in Mt. 
Zion Cemetery. 
Sider: Cora Mabel Sider, born Aug. 25, 
1899, in Stevensville, Ont., died June 16. Pre-
ceding her in death were her husband, Christian 
Sider; three brothers, John, Herbert, and Gor-
don Saylor; and a sister, Myrtle Smith. Surviving 
are three sons, Harold, Neale, and Ronald; a 
daughter, Lois Jean; eight grandchildren; and 7 
great-grandchildren. She was a valued and com-
mitted member of the Wainfleet, Ont., congre-
gation where the funeral was held with Rev. 
Robert J. Rolston and Rev. Bill Johnston offici-
ating. Interment was in Maple Lawn Cemetery. 
Zook: Melvin Samuel Zook, born Oct. 15, 
1917, son of Joseph B. and Martha (King) Zook, 
died June 25. Surviving are his wife, Emily 
(Phenneger); 9 children, Ronald A., Roy M., 
Vera Werner, John C, Kelvin G., Nelson D., 
Kerry H., Martha K., and Joseph E.; 3 foster 
children, Carol A. Filler, Debbie Leach, and 
Mary E. Thompson; 12 grandchildren; 5 foster 
grandchildren; 4 great-grandchildren; 3 broth-
ers, Ivan J., Joseph A., and Ellis R.; and 2 half-
sisters, Dorothy Yoder and Irene Yoder. Melvin 
was a farmer, retiring in 1986, and attended the 
Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. The funeral was 
held at the church with Rev. Kenneth Letner and 
Rev. Eric Renno officiating. Interment was in 
the church cemetery. 
he W/aif ofj^eace a column for Christian peacemakers 
Hate crimes are increasing. Although 
they are directed against anyone who is 
different, they especially target people of 
other races or ethnic groups. In the state 
of Pennsylvania, for example, 60 percent 
of the perpetrators of hate crimes are 
white. This presents a challenge for our 
predominantly white North American 
church; in order to be relevant in an 
increasingly multiracial and multicultur-
al society, white American Christians 
need to work harder at the task of racial 
reconciliation. Following are several of 
many excellent resources available on the 
subject of racism and how to work at 
undoing it. 
• James Barndt, Dismantling Racism: 
The Continuing Challenge to White 
America (Augsburg Fortress, 1991). 
Barndt describes his focus as "the reality 
of racism itself as it exists in white people 
and in the institutions, communities, and 
culture of white society. The goal of the 
book is, above all, to help white people 
understand how racism functions and is 
perpetuated.... [and] to combat and dis-
mantle racism effectively and to help 
build a multiracial, multicultural society." 
While it can be used alone as a study 
book, it is also excellent background 
material for use in conjunction with these 
other resources. 
• "Racism: No Room at the Table," a 
worship aid produced by Bread for the 
World. Write to BFW, 802 Rhode Island 
Ave., NE, Washington, DC 20018. 
• Dody Matthias, "Racism: From 
Guilt to Grace," a four-session study 
guide (Augsburg Fortress, 1991). 
• "Face to Face: Seeking Racial Rec-
onciliation," a 30-minute video from 
Intervarsity. Available from 2100 Pro-
ductions, P. O. Box 7895, Madison, WI 
53507; 1-800-828-2100. Includes discus-
sion questions. 
• "Beyond Us and Them," a new 15-
minute video produced by Mennonite 
Central Committee and available from all 
regional offices. Comes with a discus-
sion guide to accompany the questions 
which appear on-screen. 
• "Racism and Prejudice: Breaking 
Down Dividing Walls," one chapter in 
Perspectives on Social Issues, a new 
Brethren in Christ adult study book. A 
teacher's guide is available separately. 
Contact Evangel Publishing House, P. O. 
Box 189, Nappanee, IN 46550; 1-800-
253-9315. 
John's revelation tells us that the 
Lamb (Christ) "ransomed for God saints 
from every tribe and language and people 
and nation" (Rev. 5:9 NRSV). What are 
we doing to make the church here in 
North America earth reflect that future 
reality? 
The Way of Peace column is a project of 
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 




Plan to visit campus Open House 
College-bound high school juniors and 
seniors and their families are encouraged 
to plan a visit to Messiah's Grantham 
campus for an Open House Day this fall. 
Open House Days, covering all 
majors, will be held on Monday, October 
12, and on Saturday, October 31. The 
program, beginning with registration at 
9:00 a.m., includes a tour of the campus 
by current Messiah students, an overview 
of college life by academic, student 
development, admissions and financial 
aid personnel, and a free lunch for all reg-
istered guests. 
Department Open Houses for students 
interested in certain areas of study are on 
three dates. Monday, October 19, focus-







The natural science museum housed 
in Kline Hall has been named in honor of 
Professor Emeritus of Biology Kenneth B. 
Hoover, who collected most of the plants 
and other specimens on exhibit. Dr. 
Hoover taught at Messiah from 1942 to 
1977 and headed the Division of Natural 
Science for much of that time. Four of 
his former students—Gerald Hess, Noel 
Falk, James Makowski, and Karl Ober-
holser—are now professors in the 
Department of Natural Science. Dr. 
Hoover is a member of the Grantham 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
cation, and recreation departments. Fri-
day, November 6, highlights the behav-
ioral science, history and political sci-
ence, and biblical and religious studies 
departments. And Friday, November 13, 
features the music, language, literature, 
and communications, and visual and the-
atrical arts departments. Department 
Groundbreaking for denominational offices 
Groundbreaking for the new Brethren in Christ general church office building 
took place near the Messiah College campus on July 22. The approximately 11,000 
square foot $750,000 building should be completed by the end of the year. The col-
lege has been involved in site development, while the denomination is responsible 
for construction of the building. Shown in the photo from left to right are Messiah 
Board member Charles Frey; Messiah College President D. Ray Hostetter; John A. 
Byers, Director of Bishops; and Harold Chubb, Director of Finance of the Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
Open House Day programs are similar to 
the general Open House Day, except that 
the focus is only on majors offered by 
the departments represented. Churches 
are encouraged to sponsor youth group 
trips to the Open House programs. 
Contact Mr. Paul Morgan, Associate 
Director of Admissions, (717) 691-6000, 
for more information. 
Ministers Conference coming 
Don't forget to mark your calendar for 
the 28th Annual Ministers Conference 
hosted by Messiah College on February 
15-17, 1993. Offered again this year will 
be a special workshop on Monday 
evening that will allow for an in-class 
experience with the main speakers. 
Watch for details in following issues 
of the Evangelical Visitor, and mark your 
calendars now for this special event. 
Remember to bring leaders from your 
congregation with you. 
Messiah loses oldest alum 
Virgie L. Kraybill, born in 1898, died 
June 12. She had attended Messiah Col-
lege in its very first years. Enrolling in 
1911, she went on to become one of the 
college's most loyal alumni. Her long life 
of dedicated missionary service to the 
Brethren in Christ Church and to the col-
lege are greatly appreciated, and her pres-
ence will be sadly missed. 
Known throughout the denomination 
as an enchanting storyteller, Virgie 
delighted visitors to her room at Messiah 
Village right up to her last few weeks 
with stories about those first years of 
Messiah. The incredible changes she saw 
in the world around her and in the church 
never led her to discouragement, but 
always to a deeper faith and commitment 
to share that faith with those she met. • 




Esther and I went to college together 
and majored in the same subject. 
Although we were married in different 
years, our anniversaries are only a day 
apart. Our daughters were born four days 
apart, and this fall they're attending the 
same college their mothers attended. 
Over the years, we have compared notes 
on our daughters and on our experiences 
as parents. Recently, as we anticipated 
sending them off to college, we reflected 
on what it feels like to be emptying the 
nest of our first child. 
We heartily agreed that it is time for 
them to leave home at least while college 
is in session. Esther said at one point only 
half-jokingly, "One of my greatest fears 
is that at the last minute she'll decide she 
doesn't want to go away to college and 
she'll stay home." Because Beth lives 
within easy commuting distance of col-
lege, people ask me whether she'll live on 
dorm, and I'm always quick to say, "Yes, 
please!" This doesn't mean that we're 
awful parents who can't wait to throw 
our kids out of the home; what it does 
mean is that they've reached that devel-
opmental stage when it is healthiest for 
both them and us that they live away 
from us and establish themselves apart 
from their parents. 
This past year as a senior in high 
school, Beth wrote a short paper for her 
sociology class on role conflict. In it, she 
identified the conflict that comes with 
being an 18-year-old adult child—both 
for the child and the parent. There's a lot 
of literature these days on "adult child" 
syndrome of various sorts, but in our case 
what we're dealing with is a person who 
is legally an adult but still very dependent 
on us, who wants all the privileges of 
both adulthood and childhood and the 
responsibilities of neither. 
Not too long ago, thinking about the 
uncertainties of college and being out on 
her own, Beth commented wistfully, "I 
don't want to be an adult." Yet, as I 
quickly reminded her, she has at other 
times invoked her adult status when it 
was to her advantage—when curfews 
were under discussion, or when we ques-
tioned her choice of friends or activities. 
I told her, and she knew what I meant, 
"You can't have it both ways." 
That is, however, precisely the dilem-
ma 18-year-old adult children face—they 
want and need to have it both ways. And 
their parents want it both ways too. When 
I want Beth to be responsible and inde-
pendent, I remind her of her fledgling 
adulthood. But when I don't want to let 
go of my control and influence over her 
behavior, I remind her that, after all, she's 
only 18 and hardly out of childhood, and 
furthermore, she'll always be my child, 
my baby, no matter how old she is. 
All of which is why this college sepa-
ration is so important to Beth and to us. 
We all need the space in which to grow in 
our relationship with each other that it 
will provide. Whatever we've done or not 
done as parents probably can't be 
changed a whole lot at this point, no mat-
ter how many last-minute lectures we 
give. What can change is the way we 
relate to each other even though we will 
always be parent and child. I hope we 
can move beyond a vertical parent-child 
relationship to one that is more horizon-
tal. Already there are signs of that hap-
pening, and I think that it will continue to 
happen naturally if there is space between 
us. As long as she's living here, I'm still 
aware of every move she makes and want 
to have some input; when she's away and 
out of my sight, I can let go much more 
easily and she can be free to be her own 
person apart from her parents' expecta-
tions. 
While Esther and I also agreed that 
knowing we've basically completed our 
parenting responsibilities with our daugh-
ters is a scary thought (and fertile ground 
for all kinds of guilt as we see ways we 
must have failed miserably), we also look 
forward to a new phase in our relation-
ships with our daughters. We're begin-
ning to test the biblical maxim, "Train 
children in the right way, and when old, 
they will not stray" (Prov. 22:6, NRSV). 
At 18, they're certainly not old and so 
there's still a lot of uncertainty about the 
end result, but sending them forth into 
college out of the nest feels like the right 
next step in the test, and we're ready! 
Phoebe 
Readers may correspond with 
both Phoebe and Onesimus by 
writing to them c/o the Evangel-
ical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nap-
panee, IN 46550. 
Mennonite Economic Development Associates 
invites you to attend our annual North American convention 
s o 
MORE THAN MANAGEMENT 
Motivator or manipulator... Enabler or enforcer... Liberator or legislator? Today's true leaders are 
finding new joy in an old model — the basin-and-towel of Jesus. His "servantpower" transforms old 
battlefields into new communities based on covenants of shared values. It frees up and empowers 
co-workers to reach their full potential. It brings out the best in people. 
October 29 - November 1 
The Westin Hotel, Tabor Center, Denver, Colorado 
For further information and registration contact: 
meda convention '92 
you're heartily invited to ITVJ 12 Greenfield Road 
Lancaster, PA 17602-3312 
Phone (717) 399-9440 
If these issues interest you, 
meda convention '92 
Note: Registration received by September 30 will avoid late registration charge. Child care is provided. 
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wsims 
Dear Paul, 
We had just gotten back to Colossae 
from our vacation in Pompeii, and boy, 
was that a close call! We did get some 
great drawings of the eruption though. 
Anyway, we had just returned, when it 
was time to pack up and head off for the 
general assembly of the brethren in 
Christ. It was a good time to hear of the 
many great things that God is doing 
among his people throughout the world. 
As you may have guessed, many asked 
how you were, and since we have been 
in regular correspondence, I passed 
along news and the holy kiss of greeting 
as you so often have told us to do. 
The brethren affirmed many of our 
past beliefs, although there was quite a 
bit of discussion regarding what exactly 
you meant in your letter to Corinth about 
women covering their heads. Some have 
I have been informed that my tongue-
in-cheek letter (July '92 "Dialogue") 
advocating the formation of a "genericist 
denomination" which is noted for having 
no distinctives has been taken all too 
seriously in certain quarters. The letter 
was a response to Walter Winger's "Dia-
logue" article in May on distinctives. 
The point of my letter was that strong 
convictions about not having distinctives 
are themselves as distinctive as convic-
tions about Anabaptism or Wesleyanism. 
It is, thus, inpossible to have a "generi-
cist" denomination. The letter was 
intended to be a strong but humorous 
defence of distinctives. For the record, I 
am passionately committed to the his-
torical distinctives of the Brethren in 
Christ Church and view the lessening of 
our commitment to them as detrimental 
to our collective spiritual health and even 
our numerical growth. I apologize for 
any confusion caused by the letter. 
Curt Byer 
London, England 
taken it to mean that all women should 
simply place a tiny piece of cloth on 
their heads, others say a full chador 
should be worn, and still others say it is 
only a practice to emphasize the princi-
ple of submission. I look forward to your 
explanation. 
Something did transpire, however, 
that stirred me to the core. There was a 
straightforward statement which was 
presented to the body for our approval; it 
read, "Preparation for or participation in 
war is inconsistent with the teachings of 
Christ." Despite the fact that such a 
statement represents a logical and rea-
soned understanding of the scriptural 
teachings of Jesus, there are those among 
us who say that such a stand is "imprac-
tical." Indeed, they point to several of 
the Master's statements such as his com-
ing to bring a sword (Matthew 10:34). 
This sentence, therefore, caused quite a 
stir among some of the brothers—par-
ticularly brother Conformicus, who has a 
job here in Colossae making spears for a 
local shop called General Dynamicus. 
He took umbrage at the directness of 
these lines. He was joined by several 
well-intentioned brothers and sisters who 
were attempting to make peace at any 
cost with Conformicus and his ideas. If it 
weren't so important, it would have been 
funny, as each in turn stood and battered 
away at the body. And slowly—out of 
sheer persistence, I am sure—they began 
to prevail. 
I must say that it is unprincipled to 
hide in some tiny crevice of a difficult 
passage of Scripture when the full light 
of the gospel shines so broadly and calls 
us so clearly to a radical lifestyle of 
evangelism—even at the cost of taking 
up our own cross. It is evident, when we 
take in the full message, that the adher-
ents of the gospel are called to a different 
lifestyle and different means to obtain 
just and righteous ends. 
My dear father in the faith, you who 
bear the brandmarks of bringing the 
gospel to a deceived world; I am sure 
you agree that we can soften our own 
statements, but it is not within our power 
to soften the Truth. I am troubled when 
the body so easily blunts the gospel after 
a mere four or five hours of badgering. A 
lack of steadfast faithfulness has been 
exposed within us, and I fear greatly its 
further effects as we attempt to bear the 
gospel to a hostile world. 
Steadfastly yours, 
Onesimus 
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good deeds, and compassion—that our 
self-discovery, self-esteem, and fulfill-
ment grow as we share with others. It is 
suggested that since happiness comes 
from helping others, an investment of 
time, effort, and resources will probably 
lighten your burden and produce sus-
taining enjoyment by being a good stew-
ard. As the old axiom says, "The more 
you give, the more you get." This has 
given definition of the many and various 
aspects of life this covers. 
Are you willing to take that prover-
bial leap of faith with only limited evi-
dence? Can you set aside your fears and 
make the practice of giving more central 
in your life? Are you willing to act and 
trust that positive results will follow? 
One way to begin: ask yourself how 
important new benefits might be to you. 
What are you willing to do to live longer, 
to feel better physically and emotional-
ly? 
The "tenfold increase" mentioned in 
the Bible may arrive in the form of 
health, emotional well-being, and spiri-
tual harmony, resulting in happiness. 
There are no guarantees, but what else 
has brought you these dividends recent-
ly? You may need a "leap of faith" in the 
beginning, but all the elements needed to 
produce a small miracle in your life are 
already in place. To begin you need only 
believe it can be so, and start. You have 
it in your power to test your desire at 
anytime. If you are open to possibilities 
and willing to move along the Giving 
Path, you may experience your poten-
tial for happiness. 
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Eye has not seen, nor ear heard .. ." 
(or, the tale of two houses) 
Pitsburg, Ohio, on a summer Friday evening. Jesse and 
Fern Heise were hosting the Central Conference Board of 
Directors and spouses in their home for a Friday night/Sat-
urday retreat. We enjoyed a delicious home-cooked dinner, 
then gathered for the first session led by Bishop Glenn Gin-
der. Later, after some games and an evening snack, we 
took a tour of Jesse and Fern's home and were assigned 
rooms for the night. 
"I love this house," Linda said, as we settled into our 
large and tastefully-appointed bedroom. "Fern said that 
for several years they had listed their home in the Menno-
nite Your Way Directory, but no one had ever contacted 
them about staying overnight. If people only knew what 
they were missing!" 
We remarked about how graciously Dr. and Mrs. Heise 
had entertained us thus far. Then I said, "This reminds me 
of the verse which goes something like 'Eye has not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither has entered into the heart of man, the 
things God has prepared for those who love him.' This 
beautiful home and a delightful evening with Jesse and 
Fern could have been enjoyed by anyone traveling through 
central Ohio who would have responded to their invitation 
for overnight lodging." 
As I drifted off to sleep (on a water bed), I thought that 
our conversation would make a good basis for my next edi-
torial. In the passage I had recalled (1 Corinthians 2:9), the 
Apostle Paul is referring to the spiritual blessings—both in 
this life and in the life to come—which God has prepared 
and promised to believers. After listing several key bless-
ings which come to persons as they follow Christ, I'll 
draw the analogy with Dr. and Mrs. Heise waiting to share 
their home and hospitality with travelers. . . . 
neighbor of Helen Johns, who works in the editorial 
department here at Evangel Publishing House, quickly 
broke the news. "Terry and Helen's house is on fire!" 
Quickly our family drove the six blocks to Rosenberg-
er Street and stood with them on the sidewalk—helpless— 
as smoke churned behind the windows and poured out 
from the eaves. Fire companies from several neighboring 
towns were called to assist as firefighters labored through 
the heat and humidity of the August evening, trying to 
locate the fire which had worked its way from the base-
ment through the walls to the attic. Several hours later, the 
fire was extinguished, but the one-hundred-year-old 
house—recently redecorated throughout—had sustained 
extensive fire, smoke, and water damage. (As of this writ-
ing, Terry and Helen have decided the damage is too exten-
sive for them to attempt repair, and are planning to move.) 
At least, that was the plan for this column until about 
6:30 Monday night, Aug. 10. 
We were just finishing dinner when the phone rang. A 
"Eye has not seen, nor ear heard " Yes, that Scripture 
speaking of the benefits of the Christian life (typified by 
Jesse and Fern's home) is still true. But today, as I drive by 
Terry and Helen's house, it is coupled in my mind with 
another of Paul's thoughts: "Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 
famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written, 
'For your sake we face death all day long; 
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.'" 
(Romans 8:35-36) 
The rewards of the faith-journey and the dangers along 
the way—both are ever-present elements of the Christian 
life. As believers, our only hope is to be found in the fact 
that the One who has gone before us to prepare the rewards 
is the same One who walks with us day by day. With Paul, 
we can be assured that "in all these things we are more than 
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by Harold D. Chubb 
"Religion that God our Father accepts 
as pure and faultless is this: to look after 
orphans and widows in their distress and 
to keep oneself from being polluted by 
the world" (James 1:27). The media 
gives press to bad news much quicker 
than good news, so it wouldn't be sur-
prising if you haven't heard the good 
news about what helping others can do 
for you. Consider a Chinese proverb: 
If you want happiness for a 
day—go fishing. 
If you want happiness for a 
month—get married. 
If you want happiness for a 
year—inherit a fortune. 
If you want happiness for a life-
time—help someone else. 
In the book Give to Life the author, 
Douglas M. Lawson, talks about loving 
actions having an important part in our 
health and happiness. 
A handful of researchers are now 
showing that helping others can lead 
people to improved health and emotion-
al well-being. The media attention to this 
is minimal, the researchers have only 
token support, and the public has yet to 
receive a comprehensive briefing on the 
ways our lives can be positively trans-
formed by giving and snaring. The non-
profit sector has a "$100 billion prod-
uct" with healing qualities and needs to 
say so. If we demonstrate that giving and 
volunteering improve physical and emo-
tional health, there will be a dramatic 
increase in philanthropy, with dramatic 
positive effects on giver and recipients 
alike. What are the benefits of giving— 
being a good steward? Included are: 
Physical benefits 
• Greater longevity 
• Significant reduction in toxic stress 
chemicals in the body (less stress) 
• Improved cardiovascular circulation 
• Healthier sleep 
• Help in maintaining good health 
Emotional benefits 
• Increased self-acceptance 
• Reduced sense of isolation 
• Stronger feelings of personal satisfac-
tion 
• Improved enjoyment of experiences 
• Enhanced compassion, empathy, sen-
sitivity to others 
Spiritual benefits 
• Greater connectedness to God 
• More receptivity to spiritual guidance 
• Heightened sense of acceptance of 
others 
• Sustained peace of mind 
• Greater knowledge about the meaning 
and purpose of life 
Persons aware of these benefits will 
become more involved in helping others 
if they are given the good news. There 
seem to be virtually no negative effects 
to giving and volunteering. "Give, and it 
will be given to you. A good measure 
pressed down, shaken together and run-
ning over, will be poured into your lap. 
For with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you" (Luke 6:38). 
We are creatures of habit and there-
fore do not change our lives easily. Just 
as people are slow at responding to the 
message of salvation, I don't think they 
will stampede to do good works that will 
change their lives for better health and 
happiness. 
Some people have understood the 
benefits of helping others. One such per-
son is Arthur Frantzerb. He has raised 
money for many causes, but does not 
call himself a fund raiser. His work is 
not simply to encourage others to give 
money, but to spread the message of 
each good cause he works for, planting 
seed for the future work. If we believe in 
our ministries of the church, the oppor-
tunities are available to give and volun-
teer. 
Most people establish their percep-
tions of philanthropy early in life and 
need to become active in philanthropy. A 
definition of philanthropy needs to 
include all the aspects of giving and 
sharing. It is: philanthropy is the mysti-
cal mingling of a joyful giver, an artful 
asker, and a grateful recipient. All 
three—giver, asker, and recipient—ben-
efit from the experience, creating a phil-
anthropic circle. New research delivers a 
clear and direct message: the more you 
give and share, the more you benefit. 
These dividends are not material. They 
involve physical, emotional, and spiritu-
al states that money cannot buy, qualities 
that enhance our lives. 
There seems to be a slight trend in 
North America toward thinking that 
money and power alone don't produce 
happiness. Part of the shift comes from 
recognition that happiness cannot be 
attained passively. It requires energy and 
involvement. The philosopher Viktor 
Frankel once said, "Happiness can't be 
pursued, it must ensue . . . as an unin-
tended side effect." Other philosophers 
say happiness comes from right actions, 
continued on page 30 
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